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JESUS AND
THE PROSTITUTE
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36One of the Pharisees asked him to eat with him, and he went into the Pharisee's house and 
reclined at table. 37And behold, a woman of the city, who was a sinner, when she learned that 
he was reclining at table in the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster flask of ointment, 38and 
standing behind him at his feet, weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears and wiped 
them with the hair of her head and kissed his feet and anointed them with the ointment. 
39Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were 
a prophet, he would have known who and what sort of woman this is who is touching him, for 
she is a sinner.” 40And Jesus answering said to him, “Simon, I have something to say to you.” 
And he answered, “Say it, Teacher.”
41“A certain moneylender had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 
42When they could not pay, he cancelled the debt of both. Now which of them will love him 
more?” 43Simon answered, “The one, I suppose, for whom he cancelled the larger debt.” And 
he said to him, “You have judged rightly.” 44Then turning toward the woman he said to Simon, 
“Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she 
has wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45You gave me no kiss, but from 
the time I came in she has not ceased to kiss my feet. 46You did not anoint my head with oil, 
but she has anointed my feet with ointment. 47Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, 
are forgiven—for she loved much. But he who is forgiven little, loves little.” 48And he said to 
her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 49Then those who were at table with him began to say among 
themselves, “Who is this, who even forgives sins?” 50And he said to the woman, “Your faith has 
saved you; go in peace.”

Luke 7:36–50

OUR SIN SHOULDN’T STOP US FROM 
COMING TO JESUS

36One of the Pharisees asked him to eat with him, and he went into the Pharisee's house and 
reclined at table. 37And behold, a woman of the city, who was a sinner, when she learned that 
he was reclining at table in the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster flask of ointment, 
38and standing behind him at his feet, weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears 
and wiped them with the hair of her head and kissed his feet and anointed them with the 
ointment. 39Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If 
this man were a prophet, he would have known who and what sort of woman this is who is 
touching him, for she is a sinner.”

Luke 7:36–39
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• Why did the woman come to Jesus? 

• She knew who she was—a sinner

• She knew who Jesus was—the Savior

• What is stopping you from coming to Jesus?

Sin isn't only doing bad things; it’s more fundamentally making good things into ultimate 
things. Sin is building your life and meaning on anything, even a very good thing, more 
than on God. Whatever we build our life on will drive us and enslave us. Sin is primarily 
idolatry.

Tim Keller, “How to Talk About Sin in a Postmodern Age”

• Jesus is not put off by sinners; he receives sinners

JESUS IS MORE THAN CAPABLE OF 
HANDLING OUR SIN

40And Jesus answering said to him, “Simon, I have something to say to you.” And he 
answered, “Say it, Teacher.”
41“A certain moneylender had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other 
fifty. 42When they could not pay, he cancelled the debt of both. Now which of them will love 
him more?” 43Simon answered, “The one, I suppose, for whom he cancelled the larger debt.” 
And he said to him, “You have judged rightly.”

Luke 7:40–43

• Simon saw himself as a “little” sinner and the woman as a “big” sinner

9He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, 
and treated others with contempt: 10“Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a 
Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: 
‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like 
this tax collector. 12I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’ 13But the tax collector, 
standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, 
‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14I tell you, this man went down to his house justified, 
rather than the other. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who 
humbles himself will be exalted.”

Luke 18:9–14

• How do you see yourself?

• Your standard of judgment shouldn’t be sinful others; it should be our holy God. 

• In light of our God, we’re all “BIG” sinners in need of forgiveness. 



The gospel says you are more sinful and flawed than you ever dared believe, but more 
accepted and loved than you ever dared hope.

Tim Keller

OUR FAITH IN JESUS SECURES 
FORGIVENESS OF OUR SIN

44Then turning toward the woman he said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I entered your 
house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she has wet my feet with her tears and wiped 
them with her hair. 45You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not ceased 
to kiss my feet. 46You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with 
ointment. 47Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven—for she loved much. 
But he who is forgiven little, loves little.” 48And he said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 49Then 
those who were at table with him began to say among themselves, “Who is this, who even 
forgives sins?” 50And he said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”

Luke 7:44–50

• The Responses

• Do you believe Jesus can secure your forgiveness? 

• Humbly Repent

• Boldly Believe

• Public Confess

• Repentance and faith should never be one and done. 

• How will you continue to repent and believe?

Turn to Jesus in humility and faith to find and receive forgiveness. 

Father, we thank you for your forgiveness. 

Thank you that you are our standard. Your holiness is the desire for our lives. 

Thank you that Jesus, through his death and resurrection, provides a way for us to be forgiven of the sin 
that separates us from you. 

We intercede for those who have yet to receive your forgiveness. May they humble themselves, repent of 
their sin, trust in Jesus, and be baptized. 



May we live a life marked by repentance and faith. May we always point others to the forgiveness that 
Jesus provides. 

In Jesus’ name. Amen.


