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JESUS AND
THE PROSTITUTE
Birthdays, Christmases, bonuses, and even out of the the blue—everyone appreciates receiving a gift. 
We all can probably remember the best gift we’ve ever received. The greater the gift, the greater the 
gratitude. Especially when we see how much something cost someone else, either monetarily, or the 
time and effort put into it, we feel love and appreciation for what the giver has done for us. Then it’s up 
to us to respond, whether it’s with a thank you note or some other display of appreciation. 

In Christ, we’ve received the greatest gift of all—the forgiveness of our sin. No greater love or sacrifice 
has ever been shown in human history than on the cross. As Christians, it’s up to us to respond to him. 
However, these responses may look different for different people. In Luke 7, we see two examples of how 
people responded to Jesus. 

36One of the Pharisees asked him to eat with him, and he went into the Pharisee's house and 
reclined at table. 37And behold, a woman of the city, who was a sinner, when she learned that 
he was reclining at table in the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster flask of ointment, 38and 
standing behind him at his feet, weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears and wiped 
them with the hair of her head and kissed his feet and anointed them with the ointment. 
39Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were 
a prophet, he would have known who and what sort of woman this is who is touching him, for 
she is a sinner.”  

Luke 7:36–39

• What is the setting of this passage?

• What do we know about this woman? What does she do when she learns where Jesus was?

• What is the Pharisee’s response? 

Jesus has gone to eat at Simon the Pharisee’s house when a woman comes to him. This woman was 
a sinner, a woman of the city. She has heard that Jesus was there, and brought with her an alabaster 
flask of ointment, a token of her adoration of him. Tears filling her eyes, she allows them to fall onto 
Jesus’ feet. Using the hair on her head, she wipes his feet clean and kisses them. She opens the precious 



ointment and anoints him with it. She comes to Jesus humble, knowing her sin, and knowing him to be 
Savior, she treats him as her treasure. 

The Pharisee on the other hand looks at her act with disdain, and concludes that if Jesus was truly a 
prophet, he would never associate with such a vial person. 

40And Jesus answering said to him, “Simon, I have something to say to you.” And he answered, 
“Say it, Teacher.”
41“A certain moneylender had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 
42When they could not pay, he cancelled the debt of both. Now which of them will love him 
more?” 43Simon answered, “The one, I suppose, for whom he cancelled the larger debt.” And 
he said to him, “You have judged rightly.”

Luke 7:40–43

• How did Jesus respond to Simon? 

• What do we learn from the parable he tells?

Here we see Jesus use an illustration of a moneylender with two debtors. One owed a significant fee 
of five hundred denarii (which we learned this weekend equated to about two years of debt) and the 
other still owed a debt, although a lesser amount of fifty denarii (about two months of debt). After the 
moneylender cancels both of their debts, Simon judges rightly that the one for whom he cancelled the 
larger debt would love him more. 

44Then turning toward the woman he said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I entered your 
house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she has wet my feet with her tears and wiped 
them with her hair. 45You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not ceased 
to kiss my feet. 46You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with 
ointment. 

Luke 7:44–46

• What does Jesus compare in these verses? 

• What did the woman do for Jesus and what did Simon do?



47Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven—for she loved much. But he who 
is forgiven little, loves little.” 48And he said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 49Then those who 
were at table with him began to say among themselves, “Who is this, who even forgives sins?” 
50And he said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”

Luke 7:47–30

• What does Jesus say about forgiveness in these verses?

• Why were the woman’s sins forgiven?

• What does Jesus tell the woman?

• What is it that saved her?

Even though the woman had an infamous reputation and had many sins, Jesus forgives her—for she 
loved him much. In the same way as the debtor in the parable, because her debt was so great, the woman 
recognized the gravity of what Jesus had done for her. Using his authority as God, Jesus declares her 
forgiven, despite the onlooking Pharisees. Her faith in the Savior saved her, and she could go in peace. 

Too often, we might find ourselves in the position of Simon, not adequately feeling gratitude for 
Christ and the magnitude of what he’s done for us. We don’t recognize the glory who it is that we 
worship. We can even become callus to others, holding our heads up high as “religious people” who 
look down on others who we consider “sinners”. Instead, we must look to the woman of Luke 7, humbly 
recognizing our need for Jesus and pouring out our lives in gratitude to him for saving us. 

• In what ways do you identify with Simon? 

• And in what ways do you identify with the woman? 



• Currently how should you continue to repent and follow Jesus?

• How does Jesus’ forgiveness affect your daily life?


