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JESUS AND
THE HOPEFUL
Series resources and media: nola.vcmvmt.com/eatinganddrinking

Our ultimate hope is found in the fulfilled promise of Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection for our 
redemption. 

13That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven miles from 
Jerusalem, 14and they were talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 
15While they were talking and discussing together, Jesus himself drew near and went with 
them. 16But their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17And he said to them, “What is this 
conversation that you are holding with each other as you walk?” And they stood still, looking 
sad. 18Then one of them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem 
who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?” 19And he said to 
them, “What things?” And they said to him, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a 
prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20and how our chief priests 
and rulers delivered him up to be condemned to death, and crucified him. 21But we had hoped 
that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since 
these things happened. 22Moreover, some women of our company amazed us. They were at 
the tomb early in the morning, 23and when they did not find his body, they came back saying 
that they had even seen a vision of angels, who said that he was alive. 24Some of those who 
were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him they did not 
see.” 25And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets 
have spoken! 26Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into 
his glory?” 27And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the 
Scriptures the things concerning himself.
28So they drew near to the village to which they were going. He acted as if he were going 
farther, 29but they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, for it is toward evening and the 
day is now far spent.” So he went in to stay with them. 30When he was at table with them, he 
took the bread and blessed and broke it and gave it to them. 31And their eyes were opened, 
and they recognized him. And he vanished from their sight. 32They said to each other, “Did 
not our hearts burn within us while he talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the 
Scriptures?” 33And they rose that same hour and returned to Jerusalem. And they found the 
eleven and those who were with them gathered together, 34saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, 
and has appeared to Simon!” 35Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he 
was known to them in the breaking of the bread.

Luke 24:13–35
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WHY CAN WE BE HOPEFUL TODAY?
JESUS DIED FOR US

18Then one of them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem 
who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?” 19And he said to 
them, “What things?” And they said to him, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a 
prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20and how our chief priests 
and rulers delivered him up to be condemned to death, and crucified him.

Luke 24:18–20

• Good Friday

25And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets 
have spoken! 26Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into 
his glory?” 27And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all 
the Scriptures the things concerning himself.

Luke 24:25–27

• There’s no resurrection without a crucifixion

4Surely he has borne our griefs
 and carried our sorrows;
yet we esteemed him stricken,
 smitten by God, and afflicted.
5But he was pierced for our transgressions;
 he was crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace,
 and with his wounds we are healed.
6All we like sheep have gone astray;
 we have turned—every one—to his own way;
and the LORD has laid on him
 the iniquity of us all.

7He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,
 yet he opened not his mouth;
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter,
 and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,
 so he opened not his mouth.
8By oppression and judgment he was taken away;
 and as for his generation, who considered
that he was cut off out of the land of the living,
 stricken for the transgression of my people?
9And they made his grave with the wicked
 and with a rich man in his death,



although he had done no violence,
 and there was no deceit in his mouth.

Isaiah 53:4–9

JESUS ROSE FOR US

22Moreover, some women of our company amazed us. They were at the tomb early in the 
morning, 23and when they did not find his body, they came back saying that they had even 
seen a vision of angels, who said that he was alive. 24Some of those who were with us went 
to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him they did not see.”

Luke 24:22–24

• Easter Sunday

3For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for 
our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4that he was buried, that he was raised on 
the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5and that he appeared to Cephas, then 
to the twelve. 6Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most 
of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 7Then he appeared to James, 
then to all the apostles. 8Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me.

1 Corinthians 15:3–8

25And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets 
have spoken! 26Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into 
his glory?” 27And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all 
the Scriptures the things concerning himself.

Luke 24:25–27

2After two days he will revive us;
 on the third day he will raise us up,
 that we may live before him. 

Hosea 6:2

• Without Easter Sunday, Good Friday isn’t good

JESUS HAS FREED US

21But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel.
Luke 24:21a

26Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?” 
27And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the 
Scriptures the things concerning himself.

Luke 24:26–27



1The LORD says to my Lord:
 “Sit at my right hand,
until I make your enemies your footstool.”

Psalm 110:1

13“I saw in the night visions,

and behold, with the clouds of heaven
 there came one like a son of man,
and he came to the Ancient of Days
 and was presented before him.
14And to him was given dominion
 and glory and a kingdom,
that all peoples, nations, and languages
 should serve him;
his dominion is an everlasting dominion,
 which shall not pass away,
and his kingdom one
 that shall not be destroyed. 

Daniel 7:13–14

• Jesus frees us from the power of sin

34The Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Look at him! A glutton and a 
drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’

Luke 7:34

Father, we praise you for the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Because of Jesus, we have hope now 
and forevermore. Help us trust in and live in that hope. 

We pray for those who do not know Jesus and are without hope. May they trust that Jesus died and rose 
for them and can free them from the power of sin.

We pray for ourselves. May we not only trust in Jesus but share Jesus with others. May people know and 
experience the hope we have in Jesus.

In Jesus’ name. Amen.


