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CROSS OVER
EXODUS 3:1–12

The book of Genesis could be summed up in one verse (Genesis 50:20), ‘What man planned for 
evil, God planned for good, for the saving of many lives.’ This sentiment gets carried forward into 
the first two chapters of the book of Exodus as well, where we observe the Sovereign God of 
the universe working providentially to re-direct man’s evil intentions for His good purposes. Yet, 
something new is on the horizon! With Exodus 3 comes a monumental shift in the nature of the 
Lord’s dealings with His world. The stage is now set for the Lord’s direct intervention; he comes to 
judge evil and bring salvation to his people! Our exploration of this week’s verses will highlight 
this key transition. But before proceeding, let’s briefly recap what has happened in the book of 
Exodus so far. 

Exodus 1: This is the beginning of a new large narrative movement (Exodus 1–15) in the overall 
macro-story of the Torah (Genesis–Deuteronomy). In chapter 1, we are introduced to the setting, 
the villain (or antagonist), and the plot conflict that will drive this entire narrative block.

• Where does the story take place? Who is the villain (or antagonist) of this story? 

• What is the primary conflict introduced to us in the opening chapter of Exodus?

• How does God subvert the king of Egypt’s diabolical plan? 

Exodus 2: The Egyptian infanticide of Hebrew male children now zooms in on one particular 
Hebrew boy. The narrative makes sure to emphasize that this child is special.

• Briefly summarize Moses’ birth story. What is the weird irony of Moses’ birth story?

• According to Exodus 2, what becomes of Moses? 



The plot structure of Exodus 1–2 sets us up for a potential slave rebellion. Through divine 
providence, the slave child becomes a prince of Egypt! But in a surprising plot twist, Moses is 
rejected as the potential deliverer of his people and Pharaoh puts a mafia-style ‘hit’ out on Moses’ 
life causing him to flee for safety to the land of Midian. 

23During those many days the king of Egypt died, and the people of Israel groaned because 
of their slavery and cried out for help. Their cry for rescue from slavery came up to God. 
24And God heard their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with Abraham, with 
Isaac, and with Jacob. 25God saw the people of Israel—and God knew.

Exodus 2:23–25

As the first two chapters of Exodus come to a close, we are left feeling that an opportunity was 
just wasted—both for the enslaved Israelites and for Moses! All this unresolved plot tension now 
gets addressed by this key transitional paragraph at the end of chapter 2. 

• Verse 23 reads ‘During that long period, the king of Egypt died.’ How long was that period?

• Hint: This is where the book of Acts might be helpful. Look at Stephen’s speech in Acts 
7:23–36. In Stephen’s speech, we learn some interesting facts about Moses’ life. 

23“When he was forty years old, it came into his heart to visit his brothers, the children 
of Israel. 24And seeing one of them being wronged, he defended the oppressed 
man and avenged him by striking down the Egyptian. 25He supposed that his 
brothers would understand that God was giving them salvation by his hand, but they 
did not understand. 26And on the following day he appeared to them as they were 
quarreling and tried to reconcile them, saying, ‘Men, you are brothers. Why do you 
wrong each other?’

Acts 7:23–26

In the aftermath of Moses’ killing of an Egyptian, things certainly did not improve for his fellow 
Israelites. If anything, the situation between them and the Egyptians grew more toxic. 

• What words and phrases are used in these verses to describe the Israelites’ plight?

• In turn, how does God relate to the suffering of his people?



1Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of Midian, and he 
led his flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 
2And the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush. He 
looked, and behold, the bush was burning, yet it was not consumed. 3And Moses said, “I will 
turn aside to see this great sight, why the bush is not burned.” 4When the LORD saw that he 
turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here 
I am.” 5Then he said, “Do not come near; take your sandals off your feet, for the place on 
which you are standing is holy ground.” 6And he said, “I am the God of your father, the God 
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was 
afraid to look at God.

Exodus 3:1–6

The stage is now set; the Lord is ready to act! His people have cried out and he has heard 
them. Not only this, but the full measure of time God prophesied to Abraham in Genesis 15 has 
now come to pass. Thus, the famous story of the burning bush marks the beginning of a new way 
forward for how the Lord will come to deal with his world. 

• In verses 3:1–2, the narrator mentions several interesting details that help us to understand 
that this is no ordinary encounter Moses is about to have. What are some of those details?

• What attributes and characteristics of the Lord are on full display during this scene?

Holiness is often set forth in the Bible as the Lord God’s defining characteristic. But in modern 
Western culture—even amongst Christians—the word ‘holy’ comes with a lot baggage.

• What comes to mind when you hear this word? With your vGroup, take some time to explore 
and unpack this word further. 

• What does it mean for God to be ‘holy’ and thus the space he occupies to be ‘holy ground’? 

In verse 3:6, the Lord identifies himself to Moses by saying he is the God of Moses’ forefathers. 

• What would have been the significance of this statement to Moses especially considering 
both his past and present situation? 



7Then the LORD said, “I have surely seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt and 
have heard their cry because of their taskmasters. I know their sufferings, 8and I have come 
down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that 
land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the 
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9And now, 
behold, the cry of the people of Israel has come to me, and I have also seen the oppression 
with which the Egyptians oppress them. 10Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that you may 
bring my people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt.” 11But Moses said to God, “Who am 
I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?” 12He said, “But 
I will be with you, and this shall be the sign for you, that I have sent you: when you have 
brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain.”

Exodus 3:7–12

After identifying himself, the Lord is now set to reveal his intimate plans to Moses.

• According to verses 7–9, what is God’s plan for his people Israel?

• According to verse 10, how will God accomplish his plan for his people? 

• The Lord says in verse 8 ‘I have come down to rescue them…’ but in verse 10 he tells Moses 
‘So now [you], go’. How do we make sense of the seeming contradiction?

• Moses responds to the Lord’s commissioning with a question. Do we think Moses’ question is 
a sign of a lack of faith or rather a display of humility?

• Again, this is where Stephen’s speech in Acts 7:23–36 might be helpful. What do Stephen’s 
words seem to suggest regarding Moses’ question?

• In verse 12, in response to Moses’ question, what promise does God make to Moses? And 
how does this promise help to refocus Moses’ attention?



• We typically think of a ‘sign’ from God as having to be performed first, prior to someone 
acting in faith. Why would God give Moses a sign after his commission is complete? 

As it was for the Israelites of Moses’ day, the Exodus story is vital for revealing the very identity and 
nature of our God. Our God is both the Creator God and the Sovereign ruler over both heaven and 
earth. His defining characteristic is his holiness, which means he is completely set apart and ‘other’ 
when compared to everything else in the whole universe. In today’s verses, we also learn that our 
God is a faithful and compassionate God, one that is fully committed to the deliverance of his people 
from the slavery of sin and death. Our God is the God of the burning bush!

And how does our God act to deliver his people? He does so by working through human 
agents! The Lord directly works in his world to root out evil, but he does so by partnering with 
humans. Since Moses is a prototype that prefigures Jesus, it should not be lost that the language 
of Exodus 3:7–12 gets mapped on to the Great Commission of Jesus Christ in Matthew 28. Just 
like Moses, Jesus has commissioned Christians. As Pastor Matthew Weaver preached this week, 
Jesus meets us where we are at, he assures us that he cares, he calls us into his service, and he 
sends us out empowered with His presence to share in his saving works. 

• God is still in the business of using people to share in his kingdom purposes. How can Moses’ 
commissioning at the burning bush help empower us to service this week?

• The story of the burning bush gives us a robust picture of the God we serve. Take some time 
this week to meditate and reflect on how God presents himself to Moses in this story. Allow 
God to define, for himself, who he is to you and who he is for you. 

• Many of us are waiting for God to give us a sign before we are willing to do what he has 
called us to do. But what if that sign will only come after you step out in faith. What has God 
been calling you toward? How can we each individually this week use this story to empower 
us to take that next step of faith?


