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FATHER, FORGIVE THEM
There were many thousands of crucifixions in Roman times, but only the 
crucifixion of Jesus is remembered as having any significance at all, let alone 
world-transforming significance.

Fleming Rutledge, The Crucifixion, 4

32Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. 
33And when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified 
him, and the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34And Jesus said, 
“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” And they cast lots to divide 
his garments. 35And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, 
saying, “He saved others; let him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen 
One!” 36The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 
37and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38There was also an 
inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.”

Luke 23:32–38

JESUS MODELS FORGIVENESS
34And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”

Luke 23:34a

WHO WHO JESUS REFERRING TO?

• The people who stood by watching

• The Religious Leaders who scoffed at him

• The soldiers who mocked him

For Jesus in coming to save others could only do so by not saving himself
Robert Stein, New American Commentary, 589

• Are you looking to Jesus as your model for forgiveness?

JESUS PROVIDES FORGIVENESS
35And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, “He 
saved others; let him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!” 36The 
soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 37and saying, “If 
you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38There was also an inscription over 
him, “This is the King of the Jews.”

Luke 23:35–38



WHO IS JESUS?

• Christ of God

• Chosen One

• King of the Jews

5But he was pierced for our transgressions;
 he was crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace,
 and with his wounds we are healed.

Isaiah 53:5

OUR NEED FOR FORGIVENESS

• Our Sin

• God’s Holiness

• God’s Love

• The Gospel

On the cross divine mercy and justice were equally expressed and eternally 
reconciled. God’s holy love was satisfied.

John Stott, The Cross of Christ, 91

• Will you receive Jesus’ forgiveness?

• Will you thank Jesus for forgiveness?

JESUS DEMANDS FORGIVENESS

WHAT DID JESUS TEACH?

21Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother sin 
against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “I 
do not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven times."

Matthew 18:21–22

12and forgive us our debts,
 as we also have forgiven our debtors.

Matthew 6:12

27“But I say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate 



you, 28bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29To one who 
strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also, and from one who takes away 
your cloak do not withhold your tunic either. 30Give to everyone who begs from 
you, and from one who takes away your goods do not demand them back. 
31And as you wish that others would do to you, do so to them. 32“If you love 
those who love you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners love those 
who love them. 33And if you do good to those who do good to you, what benefit 
is that to you? For even sinners do the same. 34And if you lend to those from 
whom you expect to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to 
sinners, to get back the same amount. 35But love your enemies, and do good, 
and lend, expecting nothing in return, and your reward will be great, and you 
will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the ungrateful and the evil. 36Be 
merciful, even as your Father is merciful."

Luke 6:27–36

Every one says forgiveness is a lovely idea, until they have something to forgive.
C. S. Lewis, Mere Christianity, 115

59And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." 
60And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, "Lord, do not hold this sin 
against them." And when he had said this, he fell asleep

Acts 7:59–60

However important justice is—and it is important—forgiveness is more important.
Eugene Peterson, Tell It Slant, 248

• Who in your life do you need to forgive?

REFLECTION
• Learn how to forgive from Jesus

• Receive Jesus’ forgiveness

• Thank Jesus for forgiveness

• Forgive those who have wronged you


