Racism: Sermon Notes
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WHY DOES RACISM EXIST?
WHERE WE’RE GOING?
• Why does racism exist? (Ephesians 2:1–3; 6:10–18)
• Why does God hate racism? (Amos 5)
• Why should the church fight racism? (Ephesians 2:11–22)
• What’s the church’s answer to racism? (1 Corinthians 13)

WORLDVIEWS ARE LIKE LENSES OR GLASSES
THROUGH WHICH WE LOOK AT THE WORLD
• Who are we?
• What is our fundamental problem?
• What is the solution to that problem?
• What is our primary moral duty?
• How should we live?

Racism exists because sin and Satan continue to wage a spiritual war against us individually and
systemically.

WHAT IS RACISM?
• “Prejudice, discrimination, or antagonism directed against a person or people on the basis
of their membership in a particular racial or ethnic group, typically one that is a minority or
marginalized.”

WHY DOES RACISM EXIST?
And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2in which you once walked, following the
course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work
in the sons of disobedience—3among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh,
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carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like
the rest of mankind.
Ephesians 2:1–3

OUR PERSONAL SIN
And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2in which you once walked,

1

Ephesians 2:1–2a
among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the
body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.
Ephesians 2:3
3

THE ORIGIN OF SIN
And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there
was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.
Genesis 1:31
31

In the Bible, shalom means universal flourishing, wholeness, and delight–––a rich state
of affairs in which natural needs are satisfied and natural gifts fruitfully employed, a
state of affairs that inspires joyful wonder as its Creator and Savior opens doors and
welcomes the creatures in whom he delights. Shalom, in other words, is the way things
ought to be.
Cornelius Plantinga, Not the Way It’s Supposed to Be, 10
Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God
had made.
He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the
garden’?” 2And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in
the garden, 3but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst
of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 4But the serpent said to the
woman, “You will not surely die. 5For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will
be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6So when the woman
saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that
the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also
gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 7Then the eyes of both were
opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and
made themselves loincloths.
Genesis 3:1–7
1

HOW DO WE SIN?
A sin is any act––any thought, desire, emotion, word, or deed––or its particular absence,
that displeases God and deserves blame.
Cornelius Plantinga, Not the Way It’s Supposed to Be, 13

RACISM IS A PERSONAL SIN ISSUE
• QUESTION: Am I that bad?
• Individuals can be racist and commit racist action
• Our response to the personal sin of racism
• REPENTANCE
• CONFRONTATION

THE WORLD’S SYSTEMS
And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2in which you once walked, following the
course of this world,
Ephesians 2:1–2b
1

DEFINITION OF “WORLD”
The powerful influence of society’s attitudes, habits, and preferences, which were alien
to God and his standards.
Peter. T. O’Brien, The Letter to the Ephesians, 159
Evil rarely looks evil until it accomplishes its goal; it gains entrance by appearing attractive,
desirable, and perfectly legitimate. It is a baited and camouflaged trap.
Klyne Snodgrass, Ephesians, 339
RACISM IS A SYSTEMIC SIN ISSUE
• QUESTION: Can they be evil?
• Systems can be racist and perpetuate racist actions
• Our response to the systemic sin of racism
• CONFRONTATION
• REFORMATION

THE SPIRITUAL FORCES OF EVIL
And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2in which you once walked, following the
course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work
in the sons of disobedience
Ephesians 2:1–2
1

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 11Put on the whole armor of
God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. 12For we do not wrestle
against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic
powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.
13
Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil
day, and having done all, to stand firm.
Ephesians 6:10–13
10

• Goal: “Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might”
• Means: “Put on the whole armor of God”
• Purpose: “That you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil”
• You cannot defeat spiritual evil by physical or social means alone
RACISM IS A SPIRITUAL SIN ISSUE
• QUESTION: Do they exist?
• Satan can influence individuals and systems to be racist and perpetuate racist actions
• Our response to the spiritual sin of racism
• GODLINESS
• PERSEVERANCE

What is your response to racism?

