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WHY DOES GOD HATE RACISM?
OUR JOURNEY

• Why does racism exist? (Ephesians 2:1–3; 6:10–18)

• Why does God hate racism? (Amos 5)

• Why should the church fight racism? (Ephesians 2:11–22)

• What’s the church’s answer to racism? (1 Corinthians 13)

In spite of my shattered dreams, I came to Birmingham with the hope that the white 
religious leadership of this community would see the justice of our cause and, with deep 
moral concern, would serve as the channel through which our just grievances could reach 
the power structure. I had hoped that each of you would understand. But again I have been 
disappointed. I have heard numerous southern religious leaders admonish their worshipers 
to comply with a desegregation decision because it is the law, but I have longed to hear 
white ministers declare: ‘Follow this decree because integration is morally right and because 
the Negro is your brother.’ In the midst of blatant injustices inflicted upon the Negro, I 
have watched white churchmen stand on the sideline and mouth pious irrelevancies and 
sanctimonious trivialities. In the midst of a mighty struggle to rid our nation of racial and 
economic injustice, I have heard many ministers say: ‘Those are social issues, with which 
the gospel has no real concern.’ And I have watched many churches commit themselves to 
a completely other worldly religion which makes a strange, un-Biblical distinction between 
body and soul, between the sacred and the secular.

Martin Luther King, Jr., "Letter from a Birmingham Jail”

WHAT IS RACISM?
• “Prejudice, discrimination, or antagonism directed against a person or people on the basis 

of their membership in a particular racial or ethnic group, typically one that is a minority or 
marginalized.”

1Hear this word that I take up over you in lamentation, O house of Israel:

 2“Fallen, no more to rise,
  is the virgin Israel;
 forsaken on her land,
  with none to raise her up.”

 3For thus says the Lord GOD:

https://www.esv.org/Ephesians+2:1%E2%80%933;Ephesians+6:10%E2%80%9318/
https://www.esv.org/Amos+5/
https://www.esv.org/Ephesians+2/
https://www.esv.org/1+Corinthians+13/


 “The city that went out a thousand
  shall have a hundred left,
 and that which went out a hundred
  shall have ten left
  to the house of Israel.”

 4For thus says the LORD to the house of Israel:

 “Seek me and live;
  5but do not seek Bethel,
 and do not enter into Gilgal
  or cross over to Beersheba;
 for Gilgal shall surely go into exile,
  and Bethel shall come to nothing.”

 6Seek the LORD and live,
  lest he break out like fire in the house of Joseph,
  and it devour, with none to quench it for Bethel,
 7O you who turn justice to wormwood
  and cast down righteousness to the earth!

 8He who made the Pleiades and Orion,
  and turns deep darkness into the morning
  and darkens the day into night,
 who calls for the waters of the sea
  and pours them out on the surface of the earth,
 the LORD is his name;
 9who makes destruction flash forth against the strong,
  so that destruction comes upon the fortress.

 10They hate him who reproves in the gate,
  and they abhor him who speaks the truth.
 11Therefore because you trample on the poor
  and you exact taxes of grain from him,
 you have built houses of hewn stone,
  but you shall not dwell in them;
 you have planted pleasant vineyards,
  but you shall not drink their wine.
 12For I know how many are your transgressions
  and how great are your sins—
 you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe,
  and turn aside the needy in the gate.
 13Therefore he who is prudent will keep silent in such a time,
  for it is an evil time.

 14Seek good, and not evil,
  that you may live;
 and so the LORD, the God of hosts, will be with you,



  as you have said.
 15Hate evil, and love good,
  and establish justice in the gate;
 it may be that the LORD, the God of hosts,
  will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph.

 16Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of hosts, the Lord:

 “In all the squares there shall be wailing,
  and in all the streets they shall say, ‘Alas! Alas!’
 They shall call the farmers to mourning
  and to wailing those who are skilled in lamentation,
 17and in all vineyards there shall be wailing,
  for I will pass through your midst,”
     says the LORD.

Amos 5:1–17

AMOS 5:1–17 STRUCTURE

Lamentation as announcement (v. 1–3)
 Admonition (v. 4–6)
  Accusation (v. 7)
   Hymn (v. 8a–e)
    YHWH His name (v. 8f)
   Hymn (v. 9)
  Accusation (v. 10–13)
 Admonition (v. 14–15)
Lamentation as announcement (v. 16–17)

LAMENT THE SIN OF RACISM (v. 1–3, 16–17)

WHY WAS THERE LAMENTATION?

• Israel was to be judged by God

• Israel had failed to repent and turn from their sin

LAMENT

An honest and expected expression of our battle with the brokenness of ourselves  and 
the rest of the world.

Kelly Kapic, Embodied Hope, 29

• Rather than lament God’s judgment, we should lament our sin first. 

• How will you lament the sin of racism?



PURSUE THE JUSTICE OF GOD (v. 4–6, 14–15)

• “Seek me and live;” “Seek the Lord and live” (vv. 4, 6)

• “Seek good, and not evil, that you may live;” “Hate evil, and love good, and establish justice in 
the gate” (vv. 14, 15). 

• The problem: Israel was “religious,” but not just (e.g., Bethel, Gill, Beersheba)

• You cannot love God and hate people

If anyone says, ‘I love God,' and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love 
his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen.

1 John 4:20

• How does Amos understand God’s justice?

Biblical justice is the equal treatment of all human beings solely for the reason that as 
humans they possess bestowed worth from God.

Stephen Charles Mott, Biblical Ethics and Social Change, 2nd ed., 53

• Why do all people deserve to be treated equally?––Image of God

26Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over 
the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on 
the earth.”

 27So God created man in his own image,
  in the image of God he created him;
  male and female he created them.

Genesis 1:26–27

God has set humanity in his creation as walking billboards of his own might and 
authority. Humans reflect the reign and goodness of God when they justly rule 
over the created order. The reign of humanity, at its best, is an advertisement for 
the sovereignty of God over the cosmos.

Michael Bird, Evangelical Theology, 660

The resemblance of man to God bespeaks the infinite worth of a human being 
and affirms the inviolability of the human person.

Nahum Sarna, Genesis, 12

• How will you pursue the justice of God?

REPENT OF THE SIN OF RACISM (v. 7, 10–13)



• “O you who turn justice to wormwood and cast down righteousness to the earth” (v. 7). 

• “You trample on the poor”

• “You exact taxes of grain from him”

• “You afflict the righteous”

• “You take bribes”

• “You turn aside the needy in the gate”

JUSTICE & RIGHTEOUSNESS

• Justice—legal matters such as fairness in the courts and more broadly to the divinely given 
moral principles by which society was to be ordered

• Righteousness—the  fulfillment of the responsibilities in a relationship. Its focus is on 
rightness, doing what is right

• The two terms together designate a right and just order in society. 

• Racism is a sin because it leads to people oppressing other people, thereby committing an 
injustice.

• To oppress people is to not love people. 

• How will you fight against the sin of racism?

TRUST THE JUSTICE OF GOD (v. 8–9)

8He who made the Pleiades and Orion,
  and turns deep darkness into the morning
  and darkens the day into night,
 who calls for the waters of the sea
  and pours them out on the surface of the earth,
 the LORD is his name;
 9who makes destruction flash forth against the strong,
  so that destruction comes upon the fortress.

Amos 5:8–9

• God is sovereign and powerful

• God sees injustice and will make it right

GOD HAS AND WILL EXECUTE HIS JUSTICE



• The Death & Resurrection of Jesus removes sin & defeats evil 

• God’s church serve as the hands & feet of Jesus

God executes justice through the obedience of God’s people.
Stephen Charles Mott, Biblical Ethics and Social Change, 2nd ed., 60

 8Open your mouth for the mute,
  for the rights of all who are destitute.
 9Open your mouth, judge righteously,
  defend the rights of the poor and needy. 

Proverbs 31:8–9

• God will decisively judge evil in the end

• How will you trust the justice of God?

 21“I hate, I despise your feasts,
  and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies.
 22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings,
  I will not accept them;
 and the peace offerings of your fattened animals,
  I will not look upon them.
 23Take away from me the noise of your songs;
  to the melody of your harps I will not listen.
 24But let justice roll down like waters,
  and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

Amos 5:21–24

God hates racism because racism is contrary to the justice of God. 

What is your response to racism?


