Racism: Sermon Notes
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WHY SHOULD THE CHURCH
FIGHT RACISM?
OUR JOURNEY
• Why does racism exist? (Ephesians 2:1–3; 6:10–18)
• Why does God hate racism? (Amos 5)
• Why should the church fight racism? (Ephesians 2:11–22)
• What’s the church’s answer to racism? (1 Corinthians 13)

WHAT IS RACISM?
• “Prejudice, discrimination, or antagonism directed against a person or people on the basis
of their membership in a particular racial or ethnic group, typically one that is a minority or
marginalized.”

Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the uncircumcision”
by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands—12remember that
you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel
and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.
13
But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood
of Christ. 14For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in
his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15by abolishing the law of commandments expressed
in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making
peace, 16and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing
the hostility. 17And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to
those who were near. 18For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19So
then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and
members of the household of God, 20built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets,
Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21in whom the whole structure, being joined
together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22In him you also are being built together into
a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.
Ephesians 2:11–22
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THE GOSPEL RECONCILES US TO GOD (v. 11–13)
• Who was the primary audience of Paul’s letter to the Ephesian church? (v. 11)
• Gentiles/Uncircumcised
• Why was circumcision such a big deal to the Jews?
And God said to Abraham, “As for you, you shall keep my covenant, you and your
offspring after you throughout their generations. 10This is my covenant, which you
shall keep, between me and you and your offspring after you: Every male among you
shall be circumcised. 11You shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it
shall be a sign of the covenant between me and you.
Genesis 17:9–11
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• Circumcision was a sign of the Jews' covenant relationship with God, something the
Gentiles did not have
• The Gentile Problem (v. 12)
• Separated from Christ
• Excluded from God’s Family
• Strangers to God’s Promises
• Without Hope
• Ultimately without God
• The Gentile Solution (v. 13)
But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the
blood of Christ.
Ephesians 2:13
13

When they heard these things they fell silent. And they glorified God, saying, “Then to
the Gentiles also God has granted repentance that leads to life.”
Acts 11:18
18

• What does “the gospel reconciling us to God” have to do with racism?
• The gospel is not for only one race––“God shows no partiality” (Romans 2:11).
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life.
John 3:16
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After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and
before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10and crying
out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the
Lamb!”
Revelation 7:9–10
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• The church should fight racism because God loves all people and desires all people to be
reconciled to him

BECAUSE JESUS IS OUR PEACE (v. 14)
• “For he himself is our peace”
In the Bible, shalom means universal flourishing, wholeness, and delight—a rich state
of affairs in which natural needs are satisfied and natural gifts fruitfully employed, a
state of affairs that inspires joyful wonder as its Creator and Savior opens doors and
welcomes the creatures in whom he delights. Shalom, in other words, is the way things
ought to be.
Cornelius Plantinga, Not the Way It’s Supposed to Be, 10
• How is Jesus our peace?
• He reconciles––he stands in between
• He died on the cross for our sins
• His death removed our sins
• He reconciled us to God thereby restoring peace

THE GOSPEL RECONCILES US TO ONE ANOTHER (v. 15–22)
• How does the gospel reconcile us to one another?
• Jesus has broken down the dividing wall
• We still allow Racial “dividing walls” to exist in today’s church
• We cannot put up walls Jesus tore down!
• Jesus has made us one

that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace,
and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing
the hostility.
Ephesians 2:15b–16
15
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• Christ does not create two separate but equal churches; he creates one, new, unified
church
• If the gospel reconciles us to one another then the gospel makes the church family
So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the
saints and members of the household of God,
Ephesians 2:19
19

• Our responsibility is not to create that family but maintain that family
• How will we make certain Vintage Church is a place where all people not only feel
welcome to attend, but feel welcome to become family?

The church should fight racism because the gospel reconciles us to God and one another.
What is your response to racism?

