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MEET NEEDS
In 1943, a man by the name of Abraham Maslow developed a psychological theory 
of motivation that later became famously known as “Maslow’s hierarchy of needs.”  
Maslow asserted that people’s actions are motivated in order to achieve certain needs.  
He developed a pyramid, showing the most basic human needs at the bottom (food, 
water, sleep, etc.) and the top being social needs, self esteem, and realizing one’s full 
potential and purpose.  Although there are critics of Maslow’s model, it is hard to deny 
his accuracy in pointing out that unless basic living needs are met, it is difficult for 
people to motivate themselves strongly toward attaining anything else.  If someone 
doesn’t have water, that will probably concern them more than having friends or 
knowing who they are.

In the same way, as Christians, we cannot overlook the importance of the needs of others.  
If we truly want people to come to believe in Jesus and his gospel, we must also consider 
what they need.  Jesus himself was the most compassionate man to ever live, constantly 
meeting what may have seemed like “frivolous” needs of the people he encountered.  If 
the Son of God had this humility and compassion for the people he encountered while he 
proclaimed about why he had come, as believers we must do the same. 

1And he called to him his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean 
spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every disease and every affliction. 2The names 
of the twelve apostles are these: first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his 
brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; 3Philip and Bartholomew; 
Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James the son of Alphaeus, and 
Thaddaeus; 4Simon the Zealot, and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.
5These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them, “Go nowhere among the Gentiles 
and enter no town of the Samaritans, 6but go rather to the lost sheep of the house 
of Israel. 7And proclaim as you go, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ 8Heal 
the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, cast out demons.

Matthew 10:1–8a

• According to Matthew 10:1, what did Jesus give his disciples authority to do? 

• What does he tell them to do in Matthew 10:8? 

• Describe the ministry that Jesus is commanding here.



In these verses, Jesus gives his disciples a specific call to action.  He gives them 
authority to cast out unclean spirits and to heal every disease and affliction, and later 
he tells them to heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, and cast out demons.  
As Greg shared this past weekend, Jesus emphasizes the importance of compassion 
ministry and meeting the needs of the people around us.  

36When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were 
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.

Matthew 9:36

• What does this verse teach us about Jesus?

1So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any 
participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2complete my joy by being 
of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 
3Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more 
significant than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but 
also to the interests of others.

Philippians 2: 1–4

• According to Philippians, what were the believers to do?

• What attitude should they have toward other people?

Later in Philippians 2, Paul exhorts the Philippians to have the same mind as Christ, 
and we are to do the same.  We should humbly have compassion for others, just as 
Christ had for all people.  Breaking with our human inclination to look to only our own 
interests, we must have compassion on others as well.  

7And proclaim as you go, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’
Matthew 10:7

• While doing compassion ministry, what does Jesus also tell them to do?

• What is the central message of Christianity? (The gospel)



• Does compassion ministry seem to be (as Greg called it) “sideways energy”? 

Clearly, Jesus gave his disciples these many commands telling them all the while to 
proclaim as they go, saying ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ As we learned in the 
sermon this weekend, the purpose of Jesus’ commission that includes compassion is 
to reveal himself and his passion.  As we go about showing the compassion of Jesus 
through actions similar to those listed in this passage in Matthew 10, it is important to 
remember that it all serves our greatest goal: to share with people about who Jesus is 
and what he has done to save people.  

At times, we may do good works or show compassion to others without seeing exactly 
how it can impact people for the gospel.  Perhaps to some of us it seems like work that 
distracts from the mission of evangelism itself instead of advancing it.  Or maybe for some 
of us, we feel comfortable caring for others’ needs, but we never or rarely actually proclaim 
the gospel as we do it.  As we have seen from Matthew 10, acts of compassion and the 
gospel must go hand in hand if we are to be effective in advancing Christ’s mission.  

• What is your attitude toward compassion ministry and sharing the gospel?  How has 
what we have learned influenced that?

• What are some tangible ways you can show compassion to others?

• How can you be more accountable to share the gospel with others as you do 
compassion ministry?  

• Who can you minister to in order to push Jesus’ mission forward?
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