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PLANT CHURCHES
Churches can be planted only when we obey Jesus’ command to make disciples. 

18And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the 
end of the age.”

Matthew 28:18–20

WHO IS THE CHURCH? 

• The people of God who have been saved through repentance and faith in Jesus 
Christ and have been incorporated into his body through baptism with the Holy 
Spirit, manifested locally in local churches throughout the earth. 

WHAT IS CHURCH PLANTING? 

• The process of establishing a new local Christian church.

WE PLANT CHURCHES UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF 
JESUS

18“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Matthew 28:18b

• Go in the authority of Jesus!

WE PLANT CHURCHES THROUGH OUR OBEDIENCE
19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

Matthew 28:19–20a

We plant churches because we want to be true to the Great Commission.
Timothy Keller, “Why Plant Churches”

• What has Jesus commanded us to do?––Make disciples

• What is a disciple?



Disciples are those who hear, understand, and obey Jesus’ teaching.
D. A. Carson, “Matthew”

• What does it mean to “make disciples?”

• Go

• Baptize

Christian baptism is a symbolic practice of the church in which 
believers in Jesus are immersed in water in the name of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit. This initial act of obedience serves as the believer’s 
public profession of faith in Jesus and is an outward symbol of the 
believers’ forgiveness of sin and new life in Jesus Christ. The act of 
baptism should closely follow faith and repentance.

• Baptism means someone has heard the gospel

• Baptism means someone has trusted the gospel

• Teach

• Go in obedience to Jesus!

WE PLANT CHURCHES WITH THE PRESENCE OF JESUS
20teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with 
you always, to the end of the age.”

Matthew 28:20b

• Jesus doesn’t send us and then leave us

• Go in the power of Jesus


