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PLANT CHURCHES
At Vintage we partner with two awesome ministries, the International Mission Board 
(IMB) and the SEND Network with the North American Mission Board (NAMB). The 
primary goals of these ministries are to make disciples and to plant churches. One of 
the cool things about partnering with these ministries is getting to hear stories from 
missionaries and church planters about what they are doing on the field. 

When we look at the book of Acts (especially Acts 13–14) we see some of the oldest 
frontline reporting that we have in our 2000 years of church planting and disciple 
making. We can read about two early church planters from Antioch, Barnabas and 
Paul, being sent out to the island of Cyprus and, what is now, the southern coast of 
Turkey. Barnabas and Paul made disciples, planted churches, and blinded a wizard on 
the way (Acts 13:4–12). For these two church planters and their team, they were spurred 
on by the last command that Jesus gave his disciples. Jesus told his disciples to go, 
make disciples of all nations, baptize them, and teach them (Matthew 28:18–20).

• Have you ever been present for a missionary/church planter presentation? What 
stood out to you from that experience?

• Why do we send out church planters and missionaries? 

• A common thread for a lot of church planting and disciple making is that they 
cannot be done alone. Why do individual churches and believers need to work 
together to make new disciples and plant new churches?

Last words are important. The last words that Jesus gave to his disciples in the book of 
Matthew are found in 28:18–20. Here Jesus gives a command to his disciples that we call 
“The Great Commission.” This command is at the heart of our church planting activity.

REVIEW POINTS

• Who is the church?

• The people of God who have been saved through repentance and faith in 
Jesus Christ and have been incorporated into his body through baptism with 
the Holy Spirit, manifested locally in local churches throughout the earth.



• What is church planting?

• The process of establishing a new local Christian church.

18And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the 
end of the age.”

Matthew 28:18–20

• Who is giving the commands in these verses? What is the extent of his authority? 

• How should the extent of Jesus’ authority impact our confidence in the mission he 
gave us?

• What are the individual elements of Jesus’s command to us, his disciples, in these 
verses? How should we understand each one of these elements?

• How does fulfilling Jesus’s commands lead to new churches being planted?

• What are you doing to be obedient to this command from Jesus?

We often find that we need the help or the comforting presence of someone we can 
depend on. Making disciples is not immune from this. 

• What does Jesus promise us in verse 20?



• How does this promise impact how we go about fulfilling his command?

Church planting can seem like a pretty daunting task. After all, Vintage still feels 
pretty new and we might feel like we still have a lot of work to do ourselves before we 
are ready to send out our own church planters and missionaries. We can answer those 
worries by looking back at the history of the church; we can even go all the way back to 
Barnabas and Paul in Acts 13 & 14. The church at Antioch was still brand new and they 
prioritized sharing the gospel with people who had not heard it yet. We too can follow 
the example of Barnabas, Paul, and countless other believers in following the command 
of Jesus to go forth, make disciples, and plant churches.

• What intentional step(s) do you need to take to make disciples in your life?

• How can you partner with Vintage Church to make disciples and plant churches?

One of the ways Vintage Church supports church planting is through the SEND 
Network. Every year, the SEND Network with NAMB emphasizes church planting 
through the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering. We want not only to provide generously 
for church planting (which Vintage Church does); we also want to pray for church 
planters. Visit https://www.anniearmstrong.com/week-of-prayer and there you will find 
several church planters to pray for, including one in Slidell, LA. Close your time praying 
for these planters.


