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SHARE HOPE
Before Jesus left his disciples to ascend into heaven, he left them this command: 
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” Matthew 
28:19–20 is the mission statement of the Church; our goal in life, and the reason for why 
we do all that we do, should be centered around this mission.

But why? Why is this mission so important, and why does it matter? First, it matters 
because Jesus is truth (John 14:6). Jesus did not merely tell truth, but is the embodiment 
of truth itself because he is God (John 1:1). This means that to trust and obey Jesus is 
to trust and obey God. Second, people need to hear the truth because all have sinned 
and have rebelled against God (Romans 3:23). People sin because they love darkness 
over light, and therefore all have earned God’s judgment.  Therefore, the mission of the 
church is to proclaim God’s truth so that all may know and respond to the hope that is 
found in Jesus.

• In your own words, explain why evangelism is important. 

• How does Jesus offer hope to humanity? What does Jesus offer to the world?

In Acts 8:26–40, we see an example of what the Church’s mission statement looks like 
when it is lived out.

26Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the 
road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 27And he 
rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, 
queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come 
to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was 
reading the prophet Isaiah.

Acts 8:26–28

God sent Philip on a mission. In the beginning of chapter 8, Luke (the author of Acts), 
tells us that the believers in Jerusalem were scattered because Saul (i.e. Paul the Apostle 
before he met Jesus) was persecuting the church. Among those who left Jerusalem 
was Philip, and Luke places two stories side by side about Philip: the story of Philip 
sharing the Gospel in Samaria, and the story of where Philip shares the Gospel with an 
Ethiopian. These stories are placed side by side for a reason. 



8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the 
earth.”

Acts 1:8

Notice the places mentioned in this text, and reflect on Philip’s mission from 
Jerusalem, Samaria, and to Ethiopia. 

• What do you think Luke is saying through these stories, and how might it relate back 
to Matthew 28:19–20? (hint: God is fulfilling his mission to go to the ends of the world)

29And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” 30So Philip ran to him 
and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what 
you are reading?” 31And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he 
invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32Now the passage of the Scripture that 
he was reading was this:

 “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter
  and like a lamb before its shearer is silent,
  so he opens not his mouth.
 33In his humiliation justice was denied him.
  Who can describe his generation?
 For his life is taken away from the earth.”

34And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say 
this, about himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip opened his mouth, and 
beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus.

Acts 8:29–35

Take note of Philip’s obedience to the Spirit. His obedience should be a model for us. 
Commenting on this passage, John Calvin wrote on the importance of listening to the 
Spirit: “we do not know what [the Spirit] might have us to, just as Phillip did not know 
what he would do.” Calvin wrote that we are never without God’s counsel when we listen 
to the word of God and submit to the Spirit; “All that holds us back is slothfulness and 
coldness in prayer.”

• What does Calvin mean by slothfulness and coldness in prayer? 

• Why might prayer be important in evangelism?



• Can you list any other reasons for why Christians don’t evangelize?

Romans 10:17 says “faith comes by hearing and hearing through the Word of Christ.” 
In some ways, the Spirit made it easy for Philip—the eunuch was already reading the 
Bible, and all Philip had to do was relate what the eunuch read to the Gospel. But not 
every evangelistic encounter we have will be as easy as the one Philip had. Evangelism 
may take years. But no matter what, no one comes to know the Gospel if no one is there 
to tell them.

36And as they were going along the road they came to some water, and the 
eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?” 38And 
he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip 
and the eunuch, and he baptized him. 39And when they came up out of the water, 
the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and 
went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed 
through he preached the gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.

Acts 8:36–40

Baptism is the first act of obedience for believers and is the first step toward 
discipleship. This first step of obedience is a public profession of faith in Jesus and is a 
sign of a believers’ forgiveness of sin and new life in Jesus.

Why are Christians baptized in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, like 
Matthew 28:19 says? Notice that Philip doesn’t use this formula. The spoken formula 
isn’t necessary, but the truth behind it is. Baptism is a public act of confession, just like a 
wedding ring is a public sign of marriage—it’s a confession of something. In baptism, a 
new believer’s baptism is a confession of the Gospel, and the Father, Son, and Spirit are 
essential to Gospel proclamation—the Father sent the Son to save us, and he has given 
new life to us through the Spirit.

Philip is an example of what it looks like to fulfill the great commission that Jesus left 
with his disciples. Being a Christian is more than just an intellectual assent to facts about 
Jesus—being a Christian is a commitment that gives birth to action. Evangelism and 
discipleship are two ways in which Christians show that they are committed to Jesus.

• What are your greatest obstacles that prevent you from sharing your faith?

• What do you need to overcome these obstacles? How might your vGroup help you to 
overcome these obstacles?



Make a plan to be intentional this week. Think of one person who you can speak to 
about the Gospel and make a plan to put this in action this week.


