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JESUS AND
THE HUNGRY
Series resources and media: nola.vcmvmt.com/eatinganddrinking

10On their return the apostles told him all that they had done. And he took them and withdrew 
apart to a town called Bethsaida. 11When the crowds learned it, they followed him, and he 
welcomed them and spoke to them of the kingdom of God and cured those who had need 
of healing. 12Now the day began to wear away, and the twelve came and said to him, “Send 
the crowd away to go into the surrounding villages and countryside to find lodging and 
get provisions, for we are here in a desolate place.” 13But he said to them, “You give them 
something to eat.” They said, “We have no more than five loaves and two fish—unless we are 
to go and buy food for all these people.” 14For there were about five thousand men. And he 
said to his disciples, “Have them sit down in groups of about fifty each.” 15And they did so, and 
had them all sit down. 16And taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven 
and said a blessing over them. Then he broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples to set 
before the crowd. 17And they all ate and were satisfied. And what was left over was picked up, 
twelve baskets of broken pieces.

Luke 9:10–17

IF YOU’RE WALKING WITH JESUS...
PEOPLE WILL KNOW

10On their return the apostles told him all that they had done. And he took them and 
withdrew apart to a town called Bethsaida. 11When the crowds learned it, they followed him, 
and he welcomed them and spoke to them of the kingdom of God and cured those who had 
need of healing.

Luke 9:10–11

YOU SHOULD SEE AND ENGAGE THE NEEDS AROUND YOU

12Now the day began to wear away, and the twelve came and said to him, “Send the crowd 
away to go into the surrounding villages and countryside to find lodging and get provisions, 
for we are here in a desolate place.” 13But he said to them, “You give them something to eat.” 
They said, “We have no more than five loaves and two fish—unless we are to go and buy food 
for all these people.” 14For there were about five thousand men.

Luke 9:12–14a

• What we often see as an emergency, God sees as an opportunity!

http://nola.vcmvmt.com/eatinganddrinking


• Pattern to learn and follow: 

• Look for the needs

• See the needs

• Engage the needs

• Bring the needs to Jesus

YOU MUST INTENTIONALLY MEET NEEDS IN FAITH

14And he said to his disciples, “Have them sit down in groups of about fifty each.” 15And they 
did so, and had them all sit down. 16And taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked 
up to heaven and said a blessing over them. Then he broke the loaves and gave them to the 
disciples to set before the crowd. 17And they all ate and were satisfied. And what was left over 
was picked up, twelve baskets of broken pieces.

Luke 9:14b–17

42A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing the man of God bread of the firstfruits, twenty 
loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack. And Elisha said, “Give to the men, that 
they may eat.” 43But his servant said, “How can I set this before a hundred men?” So he 
repeated, “Give them to the men, that they may eat, for thus says the LORD, ‘They shall eat 
and have some left.’” 44So he set it before them. And they ate and had some left, according to 
the word of the LORD.

2 Kings 4:42–44

Think of your favorite food. Steak perhaps. Or Thai green curry. Or ice cream. Or homemade 
apple pie. God could have just made fuel. He could have made us to be sustained by some 
kind of savory biscuit. Instead he gave a vast and wonderful array of foods.

Tim Chester, A Meal with Jesus, 67

• God has a way of multiplying what we have and are willing to give, to meet needs and bring Him 
glory!

20Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according 
to the power at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.

Ephesians 3:20–21

REFLECTION QUESTIONS
• Are you walking with Jesus? 

• What’s your next step with Jesus to help meet needs around you?



Father, we thank you for your grace, provision, and compassion. We thank you for revealing yourself to 
us through Jesus and making a way to bring us eternal life. 

May we not keep this gift to ourselves, but extend it to the world. Teach us to love and cherish you so 
that we can reach this lost world. Open our eyes to love people, see their needs, engage their needs, and 
meet their needs. 

Give us the faith to trust you with what we have and expect you to do greater things than we could ever 
imagine. We love you, need you, and desire to see you move.

In Jesus name, Amen!


