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CROSS OVER
Exodus 1:1–7

When electing an official to any office, whether political or within a smaller organization, the 
people use what the candidates have said in order to determine their vote. Based on the 
promises of candidates, the electors must decide who they think will be faithful to fulfill their word. 
Sometimes officials follow through, and other times they break their word, letting down the people 
who believed in them. 

In Genesis and Exodus, we see God make promises to Abram (who later came to be known as 
Abraham). And these promises are not small. In fact, some of them seem impossible. It will be up 
to Abram to believe in God’s promises and see if God is indeed faithful. 

• Have you ever depended on someone to do something they promised and they broke their 
word? How did it affect you?

• Have you ever broken a promise you made?

• What is the significance of being faithful to promises?

In order to fully grasp the significance of Exodus, we must first look at what God had promised 
in the book of Genesis. 

1Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s 
house to the land that I will show you. 2And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless 
you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless 
you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed.”

Genesis 12:1–3

• What does God tell Abram to do?



• What does God promise him?

God commands Abram to go from his country to the land that God would show him. He 
promises to make of him a great nation and to bless him and make his name great. In Abram, 
all the families of the earth would be blessed. This promise was especially significant to Abram 
because his wife was barren (Genesis 11:30), and both of them were old. 

4So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-
five years old when he departed from Haran. 5And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his 
brother’s son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the people that they had 
acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the land of Canaan. When they came to the land 
of Canaan, 6Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. 
At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7Then the LORD appeared to Abram and 
said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built there an altar to the LORD, who had 
appeared to him. 8From there he moved to the hill country on the east of Bethel and pitched 
his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. And there he built an altar to the LORD 
and called upon the name of the LORD. 9And Abram journeyed on, still going toward the 
Negeb.

Genesis 12:4–9

• What did Abram do? Why is this important?

• What does the Lord say about the place at Shechem to the oak of Moreh?

• What is Abram’s response?

In an act of obedience, Abram gathered everything he had and set out for Canaan. He followed 
the Lord’s command and believed his promise, even though Abram did not know what lay ahead 
for him. He had faith in God’s promise and showed it by obeying him. 

To summarize, in Genesis 12:1–9, God makes significant promises to Abram. What are they? 
God promises Abram land, descendants, and blessing. But promises can be made and broken. 

Abram would have to wait and see if God would be faithful to fulfill those promises. In the rest 
of Genesis, we see God fulfill his initial promise to Abram. Abram’s wife becomes pregnant, and 
has a son named Isaac who then has a son named Jacob. Abram’s lineage begins to form, but it is 
far from a great nation. God’s promises still need to be completely fulfilled. This is what we see in 
Exodus.



1These are the names of the sons of Israel who came to Egypt with Jacob, each with his 
household: 2Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah, 3Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin, 4Dan and 
Naphtali, Gad and Asher. 5All the descendants of Jacob were seventy persons; Joseph was 
already in Egypt. 6Then Joseph died, and all his brothers and all that generation. 7But the 
people of Israel were fruitful and increased greatly; they multiplied and grew exceedingly 
strong, so that the land was filled with them.

Exodus 1:1–7

• What do we learn from this passage? 

• What does it say about the people of Israel? 

• What does this show us about God?

These are Abram’s descendents and there would be even more to come! God was faithful to his 
word and not only blessed Abram with descendents but also gave them the land for them to fill. 

In Genesis, God made promises to Abram that seemed impossible. Abram obeyed God and 
left his home to go to Canaan, a land that God promised him. Unlike the promises of man, the 
promises of God are always upheld by him, no matter how difficult or unlikely they may seem. In 
other Old Testament and New Testament Scriptures, we find even more promises of God—many of 
which are for us as followers of Christ. 

• How does what we saw in Genesis and Exodus impact your faith in God’s promises?

• What are you depending on God for?

• How does knowing that God is faithful impact the way you live?


