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CROSS OVER
EXODUS 1:8–22

If you live in or around New Orleans you probably like snoballs. What’s not to like about snoballs? 
The lovely shaved ice on a hot summer’s day, picking your favorite flavor of syrup, and applying 
your favorite toppings doesn’t hurt. If you like snoballs you probably have a particular snoball 
stand that you like to go to. Different places do their ice slightly differently. Different snoball stands 
have different syrup selections and qualities of syrups. Toppings can also differ from location to 
location. All of these factors go into choosing your preferred snoball stand.

You might even say that you are faithful to that one particular snoball stand. By consistently 
returning to that one snoball stand for your favorite combination of tasty elements you are 
developing a consistent pattern of behavior. Consistency in devotion and action conforms to 
faithfulness. God’s attitude towards his people in Exodus can accurately be described as faithful. 
Last week we saw God’s promise to his people in Genesis 12:1–3. This week we will dive into the 
unfolding story of how God led his people out of captivity in Egypt, focusing specifically on his 
faithfulness even in the midst of their oppression by the Egyptians.

• What’s your favorite snoball and your favorite place to get it? What makes that your favorite 
place to go?

• How can our understanding of mild (or serious, depending upon how you feel about 
snoballs) commitment to a way of eating sweetened ice inform how we think about God’s 
commitment to his people?

• What was God’s promise to Abraham in Genesis 12?

• How have we seen that promise fulfilled so far?

8Now there arose a new king over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. 9And he said to his 
people, “Behold, the people of Israel are too many and too mighty for us. 10Come, let us deal 
shrewdly with them, lest they multiply, and, if war breaks out, they join our enemies and fight 
against us and escape from the land.”

Exodus 1:8–10



That a new king arose who “did not know about Joseph” likely points to a shift in the political 
reality of Egypt. Joseph likely served a Hyksos pharaoh. The Hyksos were a people who had 
invaded Egypt from Asia. The pharaoh that Moses grew up under was likely a member of the 
restored Egyptian rulers from after the Egyptians drove out the Hyksos invaders. These new 
pharaohs would likely have seen the Hebrews/Israelites as a potential threat if the Hyksos or any 
like them were to ever invade the kingdom again. The phrase “and leave the country” can be 
better rendered “and overwhelm/take over the country.” Pharaoh and his advisors were afraid that 
the Hebrews would join their enemies and overwhelm them. They sought to correct this possibility 
by slowly decreasing the Hebrew population.

• Why is Joseph important to this story?

• What threat did the Hebrews pose to the kingdom of Egypt?

• How can we already see God’s faithfulness to the promise he made in Genesis 12?

11Therefore they set taskmasters over them to afflict them with heavy burdens. They built for 
Pharaoh store cities, Pithom and Raamses. 12But the more they were oppressed, the more 
they multiplied and the more they spread abroad. And the Egyptians were in dread of the 
people of Israel. 13So they ruthlessly made the people of Israel work as slaves 14and made 
their lives bitter with hard service, in mortar and brick, and in all kinds of work in the field. In 
all their work they ruthlessly made them work as slaves.

Exodus 1:11–14

• How did pharaoh decide to try and subdue the Hebrews?

• What about that program was supposed to decrease their population?

• What were the actual results of the Egyptian program of oppression? How do those results 
point to God’s faithfulness?



The “delicate” and sophisticated plan that pharaoh developed did not work. At this point he 
comes up with something even more diabolical. But we even see here that God’s faithfulness to 
the covenant he made with his people knows no limitations.

15Then the king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah 
and the other Puah, 16“When you serve as midwife to the Hebrew women and see them on 
the birthstool, if it is a son, you shall kill him, but if it is a daughter, she shall live.” 17But the 
midwives feared God and did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but let the 
male children live. 18So the king of Egypt called the midwives and said to them, “Why have 
you done this, and let the male children live?” 19The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because 
the Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women, for they are vigorous and give birth 
before the midwife comes to them.” 20So God dealt well with the midwives. And the people 
multiplied and grew very strong. 21And because the midwives feared God, he gave them 
families. 22Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, “Every son that is born to the Hebrews 
you shall cast into the Nile, but you shall let every daughter live.”

Exodus 1:15–22

• What is important about the fact that Moses mentions the names of the Hebrew midwives? 
(He hasn’t mentioned pharaoh’s name or the names of any prominent elders among the 
Hebrew community at this point.)

• How did the Hebrew midwives show faithfulness to God at this time? What was at stake 
for them?

• How was God faithful to the Hebrew midwives?

• Moses is building up the story in verse 22. God overcame every sneaky plan that pharaoh 
could come up with, how could God match that kind of evil?

Faithfulness is a consistent theme throughout Scripture. There are numerous examples of God 
being faithful to his people, and there are even a few examples of God’s people being faithful 
to him. One great example of God recognizing the faithfulness of someone from outside his 
covenant people comes from the book of Joshua. In Joshua 2:1–21 and 6:22–25, we find the story 
of the prostitute Rahab and how God honored her commitment to him by sparing her from the 
destruction of Jericho and bringing her and her family into his covenant people.



Nick ended his sermon on Sunday by reminding us that God is faithful to those who trust him 
for their salvation. 1 John 1:9 (CSB) says, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” Kind of like you are faithful to your 
favorite snoball stand, God is faithful to us, and he expects us to be faithful to him.

• How has God been faithful to you? What are some specific examples from your own life?

• What response should God’s faithfulness encourage in you? Are you encouraged, 
discouraged, or inspired?

• How can you be faithful to what God has called you to this week? This can range from your 
calling as a spouse or parent, to a follower of Jesus.


