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CROSS OVER
EXODUS 2

Most of us want to know there is some sort of rhyme and reason to our lives and its trajectory. In 
the ancient world, people would reference the Fates or fortune, acknowledging that someone or 
something is responsible for what transpires in life. Today we often talk of luck. We knock on wood 
to protect us from some misfortune or we say, “You’re lucky,” as if there is some force out there 
governing events. For some of us, we don’t believe in the Fates, fortune, or luck at all. We believe 
in ourselves. What happens in life is a result of what we put into it. If we work hard, make good 
decisions, and surround ourselves with positive people things will work out for our good. There’s 
no room for chance or luck. 

Christians, however, believe in more than these. We might use words like fate or luck, but we 
know ultimately who is in control of our lives and the world’s events. As Vintage Church continued 
Cross Over, Pastor Dustin Turner taught through Exodus 2. In particular Pastor Dustin discussed 
two important ideas: sovereignty and providence. 

• Think about how you view life. Even if you are a Christian and know the “right” answer, how 
do you tend to view the outcome of life—is it based on chance, hard work, or ultimately God?

• How do you understand sovereignty and providence? How do they work together?

• How have you seen God’s sovereignty in your life? How has he providentially worked in 
the past?

In Exodus 2, we are introduced to one of the most important characters in Exodus—Moses. The 
story is about the birth, adolescence, and early adulthood of Moses; however, as we will soon 
discover, the story is really about God orchestrating events for the redemption of his people. 

1Now a man from the house of Levi went and took as his wife a Levite woman. 2The woman 
conceived and bore a son, and when she saw that he was a fine child, she hid him three 
months. 3When she could hide him no longer, she took for him a basket made of bulrushes 
and daubed it with bitumen and pitch. She put the child in it and placed it among the reeds 
by the river bank. 4And his sister stood at a distance to know what would be done to him. 
5Now the daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her young women 
walked beside the river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her servant woman, 
and she took it. 6When she opened it, she saw the child, and behold, the baby was crying. 



She took pity on him and said, “This is one of the Hebrews’ children.” 7Then his sister said to 
Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and call you a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the 
child for you?” 8And Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Go.” So the girl went and called the 
child’s mother. 9And Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this child away and nurse him for 
me, and I will give you your wages.” So the woman took the child and nursed him. 10When 
the child grew older, she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her son. She 
named him Moses, “Because,” she said, “I drew him out of the water.”

Exodus 2:1–10

• Take a moment to retell the story in your own words. What occurs in these first ten verses?

• Reflect back to the end of chapter 1. How is this story connected to what Pharaoh decrees 
and why is this important?

• God is not mentioned a single time in this passage. Yet he is active in all of the details. As you 
reflect on this story, identify where God is sovereign and providentially acting on behalf of 
Moses and Israel. 

God has orchestrated incredible events to save Moses. Rather than die in the Nile, Moses is 
saved. Rather than be separated from his Hebrew mother, Moses is nursed by her. Rather than live 
in slavery, Moses is raised in the Pharaoh’s house. God orchestrated details not only to save him, 
but provide him preparation for his future leadership. 

11One day, when Moses had grown up, he went out to his people and looked on their 
burdens, and he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his people. 12He looked this way 
and that, and seeing no one, he struck down the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. 13When 
he went out the next day, behold, two Hebrews were struggling together. And he said to the 
man in the wrong, “Why do you strike your companion?” 14He answered, “Who made you a 
prince and a judge over us? Do you mean to kill me as you killed the Egyptian?” Then Moses 
was afraid, and thought, “Surely the thing is known.” 15When Pharaoh heard of it, he sought 
to kill Moses. But Moses fled from Pharaoh and stayed in the land of Midian. And he sat 
down by a well.
16Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters, and they came and drew water and filled 
the troughs to water their father’s flock. 17The shepherds came and drove them away, but 
Moses stood up and saved them, and watered their flock. 18When they came home to their 
father Reuel, he said, “How is it that you have come home so soon today?” 19They said, “An 
Egyptian delivered us out of the hand of the shepherds and even drew water for us and 
watered the flock.” 20He said to his daughters, “Then where is he? Why have you left the 
man? Call him, that he may eat bread.” 21And Moses was content to dwell with the man, and 



he gave Moses his daughter Zipporah. 22She gave birth to a son, and he called his name 
Gershom, for he said, “I have been a sojourner in a foreign land.”

Exodus 2:11–22

• Again, take time to retell this story in your own words. What occurs and why is it significant?

• How does God once again save Moses’ life for the work he has for him? How does God use 
Moses’ time in Midian to prepare him for his leadership of Israel?

In one sense, Moses has done the unthinkable—he has killed another human. At first glance, it 
would seem as though God would be done with him. If not God, Pharaoh would kill him. However, 
Moses finds refuge in the wilderness of Midian where he not only finds a family but also develops 
his leadership as a shepherd. God is still in control!

23During those many days the king of Egypt died, and the people of Israel groaned because 
of their slavery and cried out for help. Their cry for rescue from slavery came up to God. 
24And God heard their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with Abraham, with 
Isaac, and with Jacob. 25God saw the people of Israel—and God knew.

Exodus 2:23–25

• How do the people of Israel respond to God?

• How does God respond to their cries for help?

• Why does God respond?

• What do these responses tell us about Israel and about God?

While God might not have been named in the beginning of Exodus 2, by the end of the 
chapter, God is not only present, he’s listening, seeing, and about to take action. God has been 



acting behind the scenes but as we move forward in Exodus, God will be front and center for 
EVERYONE to see. 

• Identify other instances in Scripture where we see God as sovereign and acting providentially 
on behalf of his people. How do these other instances compare to Exodus?

• As we’ve reflected on God’s sovereignty and providence, think about your own life. How does 
God’s sovereignty and providence make you feel about God? About your own life?

• God’s sovereignty and providence don’t mean we do nothing. We are called to listen, obey, 
and follow God. In light of God’s sovereignty and providence, how should you live?


