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CROSS OVER
EXODUS 3:13–22

Are you familiar with the turn of phrase ‘What’s in a name?’ This is a common Western idiom 
that finds its origins in William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet. In this line, Juliet is lamenting to 
Romeo that, in her estimation, names are nothing more than an artificial social construct. To her 
they are meaningless! She loves the man called ‘Montague,’ not the Montague name. Ultimately, 
she is trying to disconnect Romeo’s name from both his identity and his story. 

While Juliet’s opinion may resonant with many of us, her estimation is not one shared by the 
Scriptures. To the Biblical authors and the God they wrote about, someone’s (or some thing’s) 
name was very, very important! As one commentary writes, “Within the world of the biblical text, 
a name was the expression of the nature of its bearer (i.e., the very essence of the one who bears 
the name).” In other words, the Scriptures view names, which in and of themselves have meaning, 
as being a direct reflection of a person’s very identity and story—whether good or bad. 

• Contrast how different cultures that you are familiar with value and emphasize names.

•  Now compare/contrast this with how the Bible places emphasis on the names of people 
and places. 

• Let’s say you have two friends that each have exactly the same name. Now a potential 
employer calls you for a reference and asks about your friend. How would you differentiate 
which friend to talk about? 

• Consider the following character traits and attributes. What person’s name comes to mind 
when you think of these different traits? Why do you identify that person with these traits? 

• Trustworthy

• Loyal

• Brave

• Wise

• Generous



• Merciful

• Loving

• Gentle

• Jealous

Flowing out of the backstory of Exodus chapters 1–2 comes the famous story of God conversing 
with Moses from within the burning bush. This conversation involves God commissioning Moses 
to lead his people out their enslavement in Egypt. Over the course of this conversation (Exodus 
3:1–4:17), Moses offers five objections to the calling God had place on his life. In today’s verses, 
we jump back into this conversation as Moses gets ready to offer his second objection. As a part of 
God’s response to Moses in today’s verses, he reveals his own personal name to Moses—Yahweh 
(or in our English translations, the LORD)!

13Then Moses said to God, “If I come to the people of Israel and say to them, ‘The God of 
your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to 
them?” 14God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And he said, “Say this to the people of Israel: 
‘I AM has sent me to you.’” 15God also said to Moses, “Say this to the people of Israel: ‘The 
LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, 
has sent me to you.’ This is my name forever, and thus I am to be remembered throughout all 
generations.

Exodus 3:13–15

Moses’ first objection (Exodus 3:11–12) was ‘Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh and bring 
the Israelites out of Egypt?’ God redirects Moses’ self-focus by stating ‘I (God) will be with you.’ 
Moses’ second objection raised in verse 3:13 naturally flows out of God’s response to his first.

• According to verse 3:13, what is Moses’ second objection to his commissioning? 

• If Moses’ first objection is ‘Who am I God?’, then his second objection is essentially ‘Who 
are you God? Because people are going to ask.’ In verse 3:14, what does God give as his 
personal name to be remembered from generation to generation? 

• Think through and list out some reasons why the Israelites would have been asking about 
God’s name. (Hint: think about the cultural context of the story and the religious pluralism of 
the Bible).



When Moses asks for God’s name, he is not just simply asking, ‘Hey, God of my fathers! What 
would you prefer to be called?’ Rather, Moses is inquiring about this particular god’s essential 
nature. Due to the verb used in Exodus 3:14, the verse could read both as ‘I AM WHO (or what) I 
AM’ and ‘I WILL BE WHAT I WILL BE.’ In short, God’s name reveals his nature to be unchanging! 

• What does it mean for the LORD God to be unchanging in his nature? What implications does 
this have for how God relates to his world? 

• How does God’s nature contrast to the nature of human beings and how we relate to others? 

God’s name in verse 3:14 also leaves us little room to make our own presumptions about his 
identity. Through the events of the exodus story to come, he plans on revealing the different 
aspects of his identity that will collectively come to constitute ‘his name.’ Put another way, God’s 
claim is that he IS, now and in the future, the very definition and perfect representation of those 
things he reveals himself to be in the story (e.g. just, loving, merciful, king).

• Based on Scripture, list some of God’s defining attributes that get associated with his name 
(i.e., his identity)?

• Why do we need God to teach us his name and define for himself who he is for us through 
his story? 

16Go and gather the elders of Israel together and say to them, ‘The LORD, the God of your 
fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, has appeared to me, saying, “I have 
observed you and what has been done to you in Egypt, 17and I promise that I will bring you 
up out of the affliction of Egypt to the land of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the 
Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, a land flowing with milk and honey.”’ 18And they will 
listen to your voice, and you and the elders of Israel shall go to the king of Egypt and say to 
him, ‘The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, has met with us; and now, please let us go a three 
days’ journey into the wilderness, that we may sacrifice to the LORD our God.’

Exodus 3:16–18

In addition to the revealing of his name to Moses, the LORD God also begins to divulge, in 
greater detail, how he plans to free the Israelites from their slavery. Up to this point, the LORD 
has only told Moses that he is sending him back to Egypt (Exodus 3:10). Now Moses gets further 
instructions for what he is to do once he gets to Egypt!



• According to verse 16, what was Moses first instructed to do once he made his way back to 
Egypt? After the elders agreed to God’s plans, what was to happen next?

• Name the character attributes of the LORD God that are on display in these verses. 

19But I know that the king of Egypt will not let you go unless compelled by a mighty hand. 
20So I will stretch out my hand and strike Egypt with all the wonders that I will do in it; after 
that he will let you go. 21And I will give this people favor in the sight of the Egyptians; and 
when you go, you shall not go empty, 22but each woman shall ask of her neighbor, and any 
woman who lives in her house, for silver and gold jewelry, and for clothing. You shall put 
them on your sons and on your daughters. So you shall plunder the Egyptians.”

Exodus 3:19–22

• God knows the outcome of every situation (as these verses suggest), yet these narratives 
remain open for human choices and actions. Why does God operate in such a way? 

Cross reference verse 20 with Genesis 15:14 and Exodus 12:35. 

14But I will bring judgment on the nation that they serve, and afterward they shall come out 
with great possessions.

Genesis 15:14

35The people of Israel had also done as Moses told them, for they had asked the Egyptians 
for silver and gold jewelry and for clothing.

Exodus 12:35

• What does this teach us about the identity of God? How is this consistent with the name God 
is to be known by?

To close, we return to our opening question, ‘What’s in a name?’ In the context of the Bible, a 
person’s name is a direct reflection of their character and their nature. This is exactly what we get in 
today’s passage. We learn the name of the Creator God as he himself reveals it to Moses. His name, 
Yahweh, reveals this God to be unchanging. He is and will always be what he has revealed himself 
to be in his story. The name Yahweh also reveals this God to be active—he has been in the past, he is 
in the present, and he will be in the future. And lastly, his name is intimately connected to his story. 
His story speaks of a God that is active to save and rescue his people from the ravages of sin. 



• Think about the name Jesus. What does the name Jesus mean? As Christians, what titles do 
we often ascribe to Jesus?

• Our world continues to be a world of religious pluralism. Take some time this week to 
consider why it is important to know the name, identity, and story of the God we claim to 
serve.

• How can we allow God’s knowledge of the outcomes of the future motivate us to be active 
participants in his kingdom mission?


