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CROSS OVER
EXODUS 5:1–21

So far in the story of the Exodus, God makes a promise to deliver his people from slavery, and he 
chooses to do so through a man named Moses. God commanded Moses to go to Pharaoh and 
order him to let the Israelites go. Through the use of miraculous signs, God assures Moses that he 
will be with him as he sets out to deliver the people from Egypt.

Despite Moses’ hesitation, Moses ends up going with the help of his brother Aaron. They 
both march into Pharaoh’s presence to order him to let the Israelites go. With God on their side, 
Pharaoh was bound to listen to them, right? As we will see in this passage, things were not that 
easy—in fact, things got worse. Chapter 5 is a small episode of discouragement in a larger story of 
deliverance. God promised Moses deliverance, but he did not promise that things would be easy.

• What is our usual response when things don’t go as planned?

• What were some things that did not go as planned this week? What was your response?

• What if, when faced with discouragement, we stopped and asked ourselves, “what is God 
doing here?” What if we looked at discouragement within the context of God’s providence? 
How might this change the way we react when we are discouraged?

1Afterward Moses and Aaron went and said to Pharaoh, “Thus says the LORD, the God of 
Israel, ‘Let my people go, that they may hold a feast to me in the wilderness.’” 2But Pharaoh 
said, “Who is the LORD, that I should obey his voice and let Israel go? I do not know the 
LORD, and moreover, I will not let Israel go.” 3Then they said, “The God of the Hebrews has 
met with us. Please let us go a three days’ journey into the wilderness that we may sacrifice 
to the LORD our God, lest he fall upon us with pestilence or with the sword.” 4But the king of 
Egypt said to them, “Moses and Aaron, why do you take the people away from their work? 
Get back to your burdens.” 5And Pharaoh said, “Behold, the people of the land are now 
many, and you make them rest from their burdens!” 6The same day Pharaoh commanded the 
taskmasters of the people and their foremen, 7“You shall no longer give the people straw to 
make bricks, as in the past; let them go and gather straw for themselves. 8But the number of 
bricks that they made in the past you shall impose on them, you shall by no means reduce 
it, for they are idle. Therefore they cry, ‘Let us go and offer sacrifice to our God.’ 9Let heavier 
work be laid on the men that they may labor at it and pay no regard to lying words.”
10So the taskmasters and the foremen of the people went out and said to the people, “Thus 



says Pharaoh, ‘I will not give you straw. 11Go and get your straw yourselves wherever you 
can find it, but your work will not be reduced in the least.’” 12So the people were scattered 
throughout all the land of Egypt to gather stubble for straw. 13The taskmasters were urgent, 
saying, “Complete your work, your daily task each day, as when there was straw.” 14And 
the foremen of the people of Israel, whom Pharaoh’s taskmasters had set over them, were 
beaten and were asked, “Why have you not done all your task of making bricks today and 
yesterday, as in the past?”

Exodus 5:1–14

• When Moses and Aaron tell Pharaoh to release the Israelites, what was Pharaoh’s response?

• Was Pharaoh’s response due to ignorance, or hardheartedness?

• What was Pharaoh’s intention behind imposing heavier labor? What do you think he hoped 
would happen?

15Then the foremen of the people of Israel came and cried to Pharaoh, “Why do you treat 
your servants like this? 16No straw is given to your servants, yet they say to us, ‘Make bricks!’ 
And behold, your servants are beaten; but the fault is in your own people.” 17But he said, 
“You are idle, you are idle; that is why you say, ‘Let us go and sacrifice to the LORD.’ 18Go now 
and work. No straw will be given you, but you must still deliver the same number of bricks.” 
19The foremen of the people of Israel saw that they were in trouble when they said, “You shall 
by no means reduce your number of bricks, your daily task each day.” 20They met Moses and 
Aaron, who were waiting for them, as they came out from Pharaoh; 21and they said to them, 
“The LORD look on you and judge, because you have made us stink in the sight of Pharaoh 
and his servants, and have put a sword in their hand to kill us.”
22Then Moses turned to the LORD and said, “O Lord, why have you done evil to this people? 
Why did you ever send me? 23For since I came to Pharaoh to speak in your name, he has 
done evil to this people, and you have not delivered your people at all.”

Exodus 5:15–23

• Moses did what God asked, yet Pharaoh did not let the people go; in fact, he made things 
worse for the Israelites. What was the Israelite’s response?



• What was Moses’s response?

• What would your response be if you were in Moses’ shoes?

So what does this story mean for us today? There’s a number of things we can pull out of this 
passage that can help us. 

First, our opposition is not always what it seems. Pharaoh is not the only enemy of the story. In 
the ancient world, Pharaoh is the image and representative of the Egyptian pantheon. In Exodus 
12:12, God states explicitly that he is judging the gods of the Egyptians. This doesn’t mean that the 
gods of Egypt are real—it only means that demonic forces lie behind earthly opposition.

12For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces 
of evil in the heavenly places.

Ephesians 6:12

13And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God 
made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, 14by canceling the 
record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the 
cross. 15He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing 
over them in him. 

Colossians 2:13–15

While this may seem like an over-spiritualization, Paul makes it clear that the Exodus story is only 
one step in his larger plan of redemption. What started at the Exodus ends at the cross. In a very 
real sense, Jesus defeated the powers that animate earthly opposition.

Second, the enemy wants to discourage us. By amping up the slavery, pharaoh caused the 
people to doubt God and his deliverer, and caused Moses to doubt the mission.

8Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, 
seeking someone to devour. 9Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of 
suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world.

1 Peter 5:8–9

10And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation and the power and the 
kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our 
brothers has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God.

Revelation 12:10



In that last passage, note the name of the devil: ‘the accuser of our brothers.’ The New 
Testament teaches that the devil is our adversary and accuser—his ultimate goal is to make us 
ineffective in our mission.

Moses doubted the mission because their situation got worse. We often assume that if God is 
for us then things will always go the way we expect it. But this assumption betrays the idea that 
what God has in mind and what we have in mind are identical.

• Imagine if things always went our way. What would this teach us? What might God wish to 
teach us through discouragement?

• The enemy wants us to doubt our mission. What makes you doubt your mission? (Your past? 
Inadequacies? Do you feel ill-equipped?)

• What if we looked at discouragement within the context of God’s providence? What if 
discouragement was a reminder for us to trust God? Discuss.


