
Crossing Over 
Exodus 5:22–6:27 vGroup Study 

In the grand meta-narrative of the Bible, when the Lord God decides to intervene in this world, 
he almost always does so through the use of a mediator—one who he sends to intercede on his 
behalf. This is not because he is incapable of acting himself, but rather because our God is sharer. 
He is committed to partnering with humans to accomplish his great purposes for this world. Case 
in point: Moses.  

However, interceding on behalf of someone else, whether that be an individual or a whole people 
group, is fraught with challenges! Often what God calls us to is hard. We feel ill-prepared and ill-
equipped for the task. But God’s word offers us powerful examples both to remind us that we are 
not alone and to encourage faithfulness along the way.   

• Has God ever led you to advocate or intercede for another person or group of people that 
were being abused & mistreated? If so, what challenges were you faced with along the 
way?  

• Why do you think God chooses to partner with humans to accomplish his purposes in this 
world?   

Before we dive back into Exodus, let’s do a quick recap of the story so far. In response to the 
enslavement and genocide of the Israelites by Pharaoh, God reveals his plans to rescue and 
redeem his covenant people through a mediator—a Levite man named Moses. In the famous 
story of the burning bush, God commissions Moses to lead his people out of their slavery in the 
land of Egypt. Although God reveals to Moses his personal name (Yahweh, i.e. LORD) and 
guarantees his personal presence during this monumental task, Moses is still reluctant to agree.  
In response to Moses’ final objection to his calling, God offers a concession to his original plan 
that will result in Moses now sharing his duties (and the glory) with his brother, Aaron. 

Upon their return to Egypt, Moses and Aaron meet with the Israelite elders and convince them, 
and eventually all the Israelites, of the Lord’s intentions to rescue them out of their bondage. The 
people respond to the Lord in worship. In contrast, Moses’ and Aaron’s first meeting with 
Pharaoh does not go as smoothly. Not only does Pharaoh refuse to acknowledge even the 
existence the Lord, but in an act of sheer defiance Pharaoh intensifies the demands of the 
Israelites’ forced labor. To the enslaved Israelites, these new work demands are a death sentence:, 
“You (Moses and Aaron) have made us a stench to Pharaoh and his officials and have put a 
sword in their hand to kill us!” (Exodus 5:21). It is at this junction, in a time of great doubt and 
discouragement for Moses and the people, that we return to the story.   



Read Exodus 5:22 – 6:1 
• Take notice of all the second-person pronouns (you/your) used in verse 5:22–23 as 

compared with all the first-person pronouns (I/my) utilized in verse 6:1. Based on this 
comparison, what can we discern about how Moses viewed himself, and his role, in 
relation to the Lord’s calling? 

• In verses 5:22-23, do you think Moses was questioning the Lord’s motives or was Moses 
questioning the Lord’s timing? Expound on your answer.  

In these verses, we see the beginning of a pattern of prayer that will come to define Moses’ 
mediatorship. As the Lord’s representative, Moses stands in the place of the people and offers 
intercessory prayer on their behalf. This pattern gets repeated multiple times by Moses 
throughout the book of Exodus.   

• What is intercessory prayer? What distinguishes this type of prayer from others? 

Read Exodus 6:2 – 9 
The Lord God answers Moses’ prayer and graciously expands on his initial response in verse 6:1.    

• How had God dealt with his people (i.e. the patriarchs) in the past? How was God 
working in the present on behalf of his people enslaved in Egypt? And, what does God 
have in store for the future for his people after their rescue? 

• According to verse 6:9, how did the Israelites respond to Moses when he told them the 
Lord’s answer to his prayer? Is this different than how they had previously responded to 
Moses? What does this tell us about Israel? How are we like Israel? 

Read Exodus 6:10 – 30 
Upon first reading this section of Scripture, several things may seem odd or even out of place.  
For starters, there is a genealogy (and a partial one at that) placed in the middle of this section of 
narrative. The next peculiarity that one might notice is that this genealogy is bracketed by two 
sets of verses (6:10-13 and 6:28-30) that essentially repeat the same Yahweh command/Moses 
rebuttal combination.   

• Compare verses 6:10-13 with verse 6:28-29. In each set of verses, what does the Lord 
command Moses to do now? In each set of verses, how does Moses respond? 

• What does Moses mean when he refers to himself as having ‘uncircumcised lips’? 

Biblical commentators have recognized that this passage of Scripture is structured as a chiasm.  
Verses 6:10-13 and 6:28-30 are not separate occurrences, but rather the same occurrence 
recorded twice. Each set of verses serve to bracket the genealogy that lies between. And what is 
the purpose of the genealogy? Well, it serves as an indirect answer to Moses’ question. 



 

• Why do you think God would answer Moses’ question by having him record his family 
history? 

• The tribe of Levi becomes associated with what important function in ancient Israelite 
culture?   

• If we trace the genealogy out, its focus unexpectedly shifts to Aaron’s descendants not 
Moses’. The family line of Aaron specifically becomes associated with what role in 
Israelite culture? 

At least on one level, the placement of the genealogy here in Exodus 6 is to mark this passage of 
Scripture as the origins story of the Levitical high priesthood—the position that will eventually 
assume the mediatorship role for God’s covenant people. To broaden our understanding of the 
placement and purpose of the Exodus 6 genealogy, we can also consider when and to whom 
Moses is writing.   

• Is Moses writing the events of Exodus as they happen in real time or is he writing them 
after they have already occurred? Look for clues within the genealogy itself that might 
help you answer.   

• Who is the originally intended audience of the book of Exodus? 

The narrative seems to suggest that Moses is recording the events of Exodus retrospectively. All 
the while, he does so—under the guidance of the Holy Spirit—with the next generation of 
Israelites in mind.  More specifically, his audience is the second generation of Israelites taken out 
of slavery in Egypt, who now will be led by Joshua (Moses’ successor) into the promised land.   

• How does knowing the ‘when ‘and the ‘to whom’ help clarify why this genealogy is 
placed in the middle of the story?  

In conclusion, we as Christians should be able to relate to Moses’ story. For starters, we too have 
been commissioned by God (Matthew 28:16-20). Jesus has commissioned each and every 
Christian to make disciples that make disciples. We are to go forth into this fallen world with 

Question: “If the Israelites will not listen to me, why would 
Pharaoh listen to me, since I speak with uncircumcised 
lips?” (6:10-13) 

↓ 
Answer:  Genealogy of Levi 

↑ 
Question: “Since I speak with uncircumcised lips, why would 
Pharaoh listen to me?”  (6:28-30)



Jesus’ authority and the promise of his Presence to be salt and light to the nations. Like Moses, 
this work will often require us interceding for others by taking on their burdens and making their 
problems our own.   

As we seek to do Jesus’ will in this world Satan will stand in active opposition to thwart our 
every effort (just like Pharaoh did to Moses and Aaron). Like Moses, we will get discouraged.  
We will suffer failures. We will be rejected. But like Moses, Jesus calls us to trust and obey his 
leading.  And if we do, like Moses, when we get to the end of our journey, we will be able to 
look back and reflect on how God was faithful at every step along the way!  

• As we close out our first part of Cross Over through the book of Exodus, take some time 
to reflect on what you have learned about the story so far. What has God been teaching 
you these last few weeks?    

• The Bible contains real stories about real people—the good, the bad, and the ugly. How 
have you been able to connect and relate to Moses’ story over the last few weeks 
including today’s verses?   

• As we think about our own faith journeys and the fact that Jesus has called us to be active 
participants in his kingdom, how can we allow today’s verses to motivate us to trust & 
obey? How do you need to trust God and how do you need to obey him today?


