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MAKE CHANGES
12Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, 
with all the remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the LORD their God, and the words of 
Haggai the prophet, as the LORD their God had sent him. And the people feared the LORD. 
13Then Haggai, the messenger of the LORD, spoke to the people with the LORD’s message, “I 
am with you, declares the LORD.” 14And the LORD stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son 
of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, 
and the spirit of all the remnant of the people. And they came and worked on the house of 
the LORD of hosts, their God, 15on the twenty-fourth day of the month, in the sixth month, in 
the second year of Darius the king.

Haggai 1:12–15

In your new normal, make the changes you need to obey the Lord in every phase.

GOD’S MESSAGE REQUIRES A RESPONSE
12Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, 
with all the remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the LORD their God, and the words of 
Haggai the prophet, as the LORD their God had sent him. And the people feared the LORD. 

Haggai 1:12

HOW DID THEY RESPOND?

• They obeyed the Lord

• They feared the Lord 

GOD’S PRESENCE MUST BE OUR FOUNDATION
13Then Haggai, the messenger of the LORD, spoke to the people with the LORD’s message, “I 
am with you, declares the LORD.”

Haggai 1:13

HOW DID GOD’S PRESENCE SERVE AS THEIR FOUNDATION?

• God’s presence reminded them of the promised covenant 

• God’s presence empowered and inspired them to do the work

18And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to me. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to observe all that I have 



commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
Matthew 28:18–20

GOD MAKES AN IMPACT THROUGH OUR OBEDIENCE
14And the LORD stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, 
and the spirit of Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of all the 
remnant of the people. And they came and worked on the house of the LORD of hosts, their 
God, 15on the twenty-fourth day of the month, in the sixth month, in the second year of Darius 
the king.

Haggai 1:14–15

• Our impact for God is powerful when we respond to the stirring in our spirit!

The root of the verb stirred means ‘to rouse, awaken, set in motion’ and is frequently 
attributed to God’s sovereign work in enlivening people to accomplish his purposes. Haggai 
recognizes the dynamic relationship between the empowering presence of God’s Spirit and 
the spirit of the people in rousing the community to action. This is the aff irmation of the 
covenant formula, I am with you.

The Tyndale Commentary, 72

6For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the 
laying on of my hands,

2 Timothy 1:6

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

• What changes will you make? Will you obey the Lord in every phrase?

• God’s message requires a response: Will you respond when he speaks?

• God’s presence is and must be our foundation: Will you rely on and trust his presence?

• God wants to make an impact through our obedience: When the Spirit stirs within you, will you 
obey?


