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NEW NORMAL
Over the past 2 years, we have had to adjust to a “new normal.” Life just isn’t the same with Covid, 
therefore we have had to adjust our priorities in light of this new normal. What would God have of us 
as we navigate the new normal?

While the Jews weren’t navigating a worldwide pandemic, they were navigating a new normal 
after being in exile for 70 years. Despite being in a land that was not their own, they had begun 
to settle in until they returned to their ancient homeland. Their homeland was in ruins, and in an 
attempt to settle into their new normal, they had forgotten their covenant loyalties. Haggai’s message 
to the returned exiles was to reprioritize their God and renew their covenant vows to the God who 
loved them.

• What are some of the things Covid has revealed about our priorities?

• What has God been teaching you in our new normal? How has Covid impacted your priorities?

1In the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, on the first day of the month, the 
word of the LORD came by the hand of Haggai the prophet to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, 
governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest: 2“Thus says the LORD 
of hosts: These people say the time has not yet come to rebuild the house of the LORD.” 
3Then the word of the LORD came by the hand of Haggai the prophet, 4“Is it a time for you 
yourselves to dwell in your paneled houses, while this house lies in ruins? 5Now, therefore, thus 
says the LORD of hosts: Consider your ways. 6You have sown much, and harvested little. You 
eat, but you never have enough; you drink, but you never have your fill. You clothe yourselves, 
but no one is warm. And he who earns wages does so to put them into a bag with holes.

Haggai 1:1–6

After the Jews returned from exile, they immediately started to settle in. But for the exiles, “settling 
in” was more than just getting together the necessities of living. The sense of verse 4 is that these 
exiles were prioritizing comfort over covenant.

The temple was a signif icant feature of God’s covenant with his people. The temple housed the real 
presence of God, and thereby symbolized his love and faithfulness toward his people. The temple was 
the means through which God dwelt with his people. By prioritizing their comfort over rebuilding the 
temple, the exiles were forgetting what the temple meant. God dwelt with them, and this should have 
motivated the exiles. Our hearts are revealed by our priorities.

19“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where 
thieves break in and steal, 20but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 



moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also.

Matthew 6:19–21

• How does Jesus describe priorities?

• What are the things you prioritize now, and what does this reveal about you?

6You have sown much, and harvested little. You eat, but you never have enough; you drink, 
but you never have your f ill. You clothe yourselves, but no one is warm. And he who earns 
wages does so to put them into a bag with holes.

Haggai 1:6

After roasting the exiles for having poor priorities, Haggai makes a causal connection between 
their covenant faithlessness and the land’s inability to produce. Covenant faithfulness leads to 
blessings, which was outlined in the covenant (Deuteronomy 28). Israel had been warned that failure 
to obey God would lead to the failure of the land to produce crops. Here, Haggai promises that if the 
Jews fulf ill their covenant obligations then God would bring rain and restore their crops.

Does this teach that God blesses us with wealth when we obey? It may seem like this if we 
separate this passage from the larger context of God’s covenant with Israel. In the Old Covenant, 
wealth was a sign of blessing because it was a promise stipulated by the covenant; in the New 
Covenant, however, this is not the case. In the Old Testament, God manifests his presence through 
a particular nation. The wealth and glory brought to Israel was supposed to be a sign of God’s favor 
upon them as a unique and holy kingdom. But Israel was only the means to God’s f inal purposes, 
not the end itself. God’s f inal purposes end in Jesus (Matthew 5:17, Romans 10:4, 2 Corinthians 1:20, 
Hebrews 1–10). So what are we promised in the New Covenant?

11He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12But to all who did receive him, 
who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God,

John 1:11–12

10The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have 
it abundantly.

John 10:10

God promises us something greater than any material blessing. He adopts us and gives us life.

• As adopted sons and daughters, what should our priorities be? How should our adoption impact 
our priorities as parents, students, employees, Vintage partners, etc?



• What was your life like before Jesus? What type of things did you prioritize, and how did Jesus 
change all of that?

7“Thus says the LORD of hosts: Consider your ways. 8Go up to the hills and bring wood and 
build the house, that I may take pleasure in it and that I may be glorif ied, says the LORD. 
9You looked for much, and behold, it came to little. And when you brought it home, I blew it 
away. Why? declares the LORD of hosts. Because of my house that lies in ruins, while each 
of you busies himself with his own house. 10Therefore the heavens above you have withheld 
the dew, and the earth has withheld its produce. 11And I have called for a drought on the land 
and the hills, on the grain, the new wine, the oil, on what the ground brings forth, on man 
and beast, and on all their labors.”

Haggai 1:7–11

In this passage, God tells the exiles that as long as they neglect their covenant responsibilities, the 
land will not produce. By focusing on their own homes, the exiles were ultimately hurting themselves.

25For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will f ind it.
Matthew 16:25

• According to Jesus, when we prioritize our lives, we will lose our lives; when we lose our lives, we 
ultimately f ind it. What does this mean?

• What does this look like in your life?

Haggai 1:1–11 is all about priorities. While things look different for the Old Testament exiles than 
they do for us, the idea is the same—God should be our number one priority. While God does not want 
us to build a temple today, he does want us to make him first in everything. 

• What do your current priorities reveal about yourself?

• How would someone else see that God is the f irst priority in your life?


