


PHASED: Sermon Notes

Copyright © 2021 by Vintage Press

Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a 
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form 
or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without prior written permission of the 
publisher.

Written by Joshua Lay.

Design and layout by Christopher Wilson.



MAKE CHANGES
In 1887, John H. Sammis penned a song that many of us grew up singing in church. The chorus goes, 
“Trust and obey, for there’s no other way to be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey.” Obedience to 
Jesus Christ lies at the heart of the Christian life. This theme is consistent from Jesus’s exhortations 
in John, that if we love him, we will do what he commands, to Thomas a Kempis in The Imitation of 
Christ, to the sermon last Sunday. Obedience is essential to us, even if we often do not like doing what 
we are told. 

• What are some relationships or situations you can think of where obedience is essential?

• Where in your own life has obedience been a critical element?

• How has your connection to those areas where obedience is essential impacted your relationship 
with Jesus?

A key element to understanding Haggai is remembering that the Jews are returning from exile 
in Babylon to a land that the Babylonians effectively colonized with other people groups from 
throughout their empire. They did not have a warm homecoming, and obedience to God’s command 
to rebuild the temple was diff icult.

12Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, 
with all the remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the LORD their God, and the words of 
Haggai the prophet, as the LORD their God had sent him. And the people feared the LORD. 

Haggai 1:12

• One of the keywords in v. 12 is “remnant.” What does the use of the word remnant indicate to 
us? Where are we in the story of God’s chosen people? Would this have been encouraging or 
discouraging for Israel?

• What were the Jews being obedient to? What was the cost of obedience for them?



• What does fearing the Lord mean? How is fearing the Lord connected with obeying the Lord?

13Then Haggai, the messenger of the LORD, spoke to the people with the LORD’s message, “I 
am with you, declares the LORD.”

Haggai 1:13

• What does God promise Israel? Why was this important to them at this moment in their history?

• The presence of the Holy Spirit was not a guarantee for the followers of the Lord under the Old 
Covenant. What are some examples from the Old Testament of what God’s people accomplished 
when God was present with them? What are some examples of when God’s presence was not 
with his people?

• How are things different for believers today? What has Jesus promised his followers? (John 
14:23–28 is an excellent place to start.) How is this an encouragement for today?

14And the LORD stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, 
and the spirit of Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of all the 
remnant of the people. And they came and worked on the house of the LORD of hosts, their 
God, 15on the twenty-fourth day of the month, in the sixth month, in the second year of Darius 
the king.

Haggai 1:14–15

• How would you describe the Lord’s action of “stirring up?” What does it imply about Israel?

• The Jews responded to the Lord’s initiation in stirring up their spirits. How does the Lord stir us 
up today to accomplish his work in this world?



A common enough issue for the Jews, and Israel in general, was obedience to God’s commands. 
Haggai’s whole ministry was necessary because the Jews were disobedient in delaying the 
reconstruction of the temple. Once God’s people are obedient to his commands, we see that he 
empowers them to fulf ill those commands.

• When you hear or think about obedience, how does it make you feel? Why do you think you feel 
that way?

• Currently, in what areas is God asking you to be obedient?

• How does or is the Holy Spirit stirring you up to be obedient to the Lord?


