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YOUR RESPONSIBILITY
When we took classes in high school, we often asked ourselves, or even our teachers, when we 
would ever use that information again. One such class and subject was probably government or 
civics. From that class, do you remember discussing the “social contract?” The social contract is 
the idea that when we agree to live together in a society, we agree to abide by rules that regulate 
our interactions. Some of these rules are unspoken, and we are all supposed to understand them 
without explaining them. Other rules are codified as laws. Others are posted on the door to the gas 
station and forbid entry if you are not wearing shoes and a shirt.

We find something similar to a social contract in Scripture too. In something like a spiritual 
contract for the church, Peter lays out what we are responsible for in our interactions with one 
another. Because a mutual love for Christ binds us together, we have standards for relating to 
fellow Christians.

• What are some of the unspoken rules we encounter in society?

• How do we tend to react when someone breaks those rules?

• What do you think are some rules that guide us as Christians within the church?

Peter lets us know the context for how we ought to behave toward each other. Peter describes 
this as end-time ethics. It’s end-time ethics because time is measured before and after the death 
and resurrection of Jesus. To borrow some imagery from Jesus, the vineyard owner is on his way 
to oversee the harvest and expects to find his laborers behaving in a particular fashion (Matthew 
21:33–46). 

7The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded for the 
sake of your prayers.

1 Peter 4:7

• How does the author of this letter introduce these verses? Why is this important?



• How would you describe being “self-controlled” and “sober-minded?” Not only use words, but 
describe how this might look in real life.

• How does being self-controlled and sober-minded impact your ability to pray? What should 
prayer look like when times are wild?

• How can you personally be self-controlled and sober-minded in prayer?

8Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins. 9Show 
hospitality to one another without grumbling.

1 Peter 4:8–9

In John 13:35, Jesus tells his disciples that the world will recognize them by their love for one 
another. The encouragements to love and to be sober-minded are universal for the readers. They 
do not become specific in regards to gifting until v. 10.

• The command to love is not uncommon in the New Testament. What does Peter and the rest 
of the New Testament mean when it commands us to love one another?

• What is the significance of Peter’s command to “keep loving one another?” What has happened 
and what needs to continue?

• How does love cover sins?

• How is the relationship between love and hospitality?



• How can you personally keep loving one another?

10As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied 
grace: 11whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who 
serves by the strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified 
through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

1 Peter 4:10–11

• What is Peter talking about in regard to spiritual gifts? Who gives them? Who has them? What 
are they? How are they to be used? (If you need to review, 1 Corinthians 12–14; Romans 12:3–8; 
Ephesians 4:7–13). 

• How is God glorified through Jesus Christ through the use of our gifts?

• How have you seen people use their spiritual gifts in the local church?

When we live in a community, we are bound by rules and standards. The church is defined by a 
shared commitment to and love for Jesus Christ. We just looked at the expectations which apply to us as 
believers. These are ostensibly simple requirements—pray, love one another, show hospitality, and exercise 
your spiritual gifts in a way that builds up your brothers and sisters in Christ. 

• As partners of God’s church, we all have responsibilities. How does it make you feel knowing 
God has entrusted you with responsibilities for his church?

• Pray, love, show hospitality, serve. How are you doing with these four responsibilities? What next 
steps can you take to grow in one or more of these responsibilities?

• How has God gifted you? How are you using your gifts in Vintage Church?

https://www.esv.org/1+Corinthians+12%E2%80%9314;Romans+12:3%E2%80%938;Ephesians+4:7%E2%80%9313/
https://www.esv.org/1+Corinthians+12%E2%80%9314;Romans+12:3%E2%80%938;Ephesians+4:7%E2%80%9313/


• One of the greatest ways you can exercise your gifts and serve at Vintage Church is through 
our vTeams. Are you serving on a vTeam right now? If not, what next step can you take to 
begin serving?


