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CHANGES MADE
Our positional holiness leads to practical holiness—repentance and obedience.  

10On the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, in the second year of Darius, the word of 
the LORD came by Haggai the prophet, 11“Thus says the LORD of hosts: Ask the priests 
about the law: 12‘If someone carries holy meat in the fold of his garment and touches with 
his fold bread or stew or wine or oil or any kind of food, does it become holy?’” The priests 
answered and said, “No.” 13Then Haggai said, “If someone who is unclean by contact with a 
dead body touches any of these, does it become unclean?” The priests answered and said, 
“It does become unclean.” 14Then Haggai answered and said, “So is it with this people, and 
with this nation before me, declares the LORD, and so with every work of their hands. And 
what they offer there is unclean. 15Now then, consider from this day onward. Before stone 
was placed upon stone in the temple of the LORD, 16how did you fare? When one came to a 
heap of twenty measures, there were but ten. When one came to the wine vat to draw f ifty 
measures, there were but twenty. 17I struck you and all the products of your toil with blight 
and with mildew and with hail, yet you did not turn to me, declares the LORD. 18Consider 
from this day onward, from the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month. Since the day that the 
foundation of the LORD’s temple was laid, consider: 19Is the seed yet in the barn? Indeed, the 
vine, the f ig tree, the pomegranate, and the olive tree have yielded nothing. But from this 
day on I will bless you.” 

Haggai 2:10–19

CONSIDER YOUR CURRENT HOLINESS (v. 10–17)
15Now then, consider from this day onward. Before stone was placed upon stone in the 
temple of the LORD, 16how did you fare?

Haggai 2:15–16a

HAGGAI ASKS THE PRIESTS (INCLUDING JOSHUA) 2 QUESTIONS:

• How contagious is holiness? It’s not. 

• How contagious is sin? It is. 

14Then Haggai answered and said, “So is it with this people, and with this nation before 
me, declares the LORD, and so with every work of their hands. And what they offer there 
is unclean.

Haggai 2:14

THE ISSUE WITH ISRAEL IS NOT RITUAL HOLINESS; IT’S WITH ACTUAL HOLINESS. 

17I struck you and all the products of your toil with blight and with mildew and with hail, 
yet you did not turn to me, declares the LORD. 

Haggai 2:17



• They refused to obey God and when he punished them, they did not repent. 

WHAT ABOUT YOUR CURRENT HOLINESS?

• Positional Holiness: Holy in status

• Practical/Progressive Holiness: Holy in conduct

• We will never be the source of our holiness. 

1And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2in which you once walked, following the 
course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now 
at work in the sons of disobedience—3among whom we all once lived in the passions 
of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature 
children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 4But God, being rich in mercy, because of 
the great love with which he loved us, 5even when we were dead in our trespasses, 
made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—6and raised us up 
with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the 
coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward 
us in Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your 
own doing; it is the gift of God, 9not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10For 
we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk in them.

Ephesians 2:1–10

• The good news of the gospel is that Jesus’ holiness can be contagious. 

• Will you trust in Jesus?

CONSIDER YOUR FUTURE HOLINESS (v. 18–19)
18Consider from this day onward, from the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month. Since the 
day that the foundation of the LORD’s temple was laid, consider: 19Is the seed yet in the barn? 
Indeed, the vine, the f ig tree, the pomegranate, and the olive tree have yielded nothing. But 
from this day on I will bless you.” 

Haggai 2:18–19

WHAT HAS CHANGED?

• Israel has repented

• Israel has obeyed

• Israel has been blessed



WHAT ABOUT YOUR FUTURE HOLINESS?

• Your future holiness is dependent upon your next decision.

14As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, 
15but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16since it is written, 
“You shall be holy, for I am holy.”

1 Peter 1:14–16

• Our holiness is dependent upon God and our relationship with him.

• We repent and obey from our relationship with God. 

WHAT DO YOU NEED TO REPENT FROM?

• Intellectual—Understand God’s holiness and our sin

• Emotional—Experience godly sorrow and grief

• Volitional—Forsake sin and change our life

WHAT DO YOU NEED TO OBEY?

• What are you doing that you shouldn’t be doing?

• What are not doing that you should be doing?

• Will you repent and obey?

RESPONSE

• For those separated from God, trust in Jesus

• For those united with God, repent and obey


