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CHANGES MADE
This week we jump back into the book of Haggai after a brief hiatus due to Hurricane Ida. On Sunday, 
Pastor Dustin explored the third of Haggai’s four messages delivered to the Jewish remnant that had 
returned to Jerusalem following their Babylonian exile. 

• Let’s start with a recap. Up to this point in the book of Haggai, what has taken place? What have 
been the prophet’s previous two messages to the Israelite remnant? 

• Has anything from Pastor Dustin’s sermon resonated with you personally that you would like to 
share with the vGroup? What has God been teaching you through the Phased series on the book 
of Haggai?

• As we will read, Haggai’s 3rd messages to the people ultimately is a ‘call to remembrance’. Why 
is it important to remember and reflect deeply on the challenges God has walked us through?

10On the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, in the second year of Darius, the word of the 
LORD came by Haggai the prophet, 11“Thus says the LORD of hosts: Ask the priests about 
the law: 12‘If someone carries holy meat in the fold of his garment and touches with his fold 
bread or stew or wine or oil or any kind of food, does it become holy?’” The priests answered 
and said, “No.” 13Then Haggai said, “If someone who is unclean by contact with a dead body 
touches any of these, does it become unclean?” The priests answered and said, “It does 
become unclean.” 14Then Haggai answered and said, “So is it with this people, and with this 
nation before me, declares the LORD, and so with every work of their hands. And what they 
offer there is unclean. 

Haggai 2:10–14

To help follow Haggai’s flow of thought in this passage, we need to f irst familiarize ourselves with 
the origins and functions of the ceremonial purity laws of ancient Israel. To begin, the LORD entered 
into a covenant with the Israelite people at Mount Sinai (Exodus 19–24). As a part of this covenant, the 
LORD God shared his desire to live amongst this people. Moses was given instructions on how to build 
a dwelling place for the LORD (i.e., the tabernacle, which would later go on to become the temple). At 
the tabernacle, the LORD’s eternal presence came to dwell in the center of the Israelite community. 
However, this created a dangerous problem for the people! 

https://www.esv.org/Exodus+19/


• What are some potential problems created by the Israelites living in such close proximity to 
God’s presence? Asked another way, how was this ‘living situation’ dangerous to sinful humans?

• The LORD’s holiness can be likened to the Sun. How can the Sun, like God’s holy presence, be 
both life giving to humans but also dangerous at the same time? (Hint: think about proximity) 

• What is similar or different to how we as Christians approach and relate to God’s eternal 
presence today as compared to the Israelites of Haggai’s day? 

To help resolve this problem, the books of Leviticus and Numbers address how the Israelite 
community—full of humans marked by sin and death—could live in direct proximity to the completely 
perfect, sinless Creator God without being utterly consumed by his holiness. These two books 
introduce us to a whole ritual system and language aimed at distinguishing the ‘holy’ from the 
‘unclean’ (and thus keeping them separate). This system was central to worship at the tabernacle/
temple, but ultimately expanded out to encompass all of Israelite community life. The priests would 
have been overseers and administrators of this ritual system. 

• In our modern-day culture, how have we come to think about, talk about, and use the word 
‘holy’?

• In the world of the Bible, what did it mean for something to be ‘holy’? How was ‘holiness’ 
integrated into the overall structure, flow, and function of the temple of the LORD?

• According to Numbers 5:1–4, what three things made a person ceremonially ‘unclean’ and thus 
excluded from worship at the temple? Are these things inherently sinful? If not, why do you think 
these things would make a person ceremonially ‘unclean’?

For many modern readers of the Bible, the entire ‘holy-clean-unclean’ ritual system seems a bit 
archaic and antiquated. We often struggle to connect with these concepts at much depth. To help, 
Tim Mackie of The Bible Project offers up an analogy that likens the temple’s holy-unclean system 

https://www.esv.org/Numbers+5/


to that of a modern-day surgical suite in a hospital. Take some time in your vGroup to explore this 
analogy. 

• For example, how is a surgical suite ‘holy’ or ‘set apart’? What are the implications of 
contaminating this space? Who or what can be in this ‘sacred space’? What goes on in this 
‘sacred space’? Why are barriers necessary to protect the ‘holiness’ of this ‘sacred space’ from 
the ‘unclean’? 

The surgical operating room analogy echoes Haggai’s set-up example in verses 10–13. ‘Holiness is 
not contagious; uncleanness is.’ With this framework in mind, in verse 14, Haggai uses a little parable 
to apply this ‘unclean’ label to the whole remnant of Israel. According to Haggai, everything they were 
doing & touching in the land was being defiled because, as a nation, they were ‘unclean’. But why?

• For an individual in Haggai’s day to be deemed ritually ‘unclean’ meant that they were in some 
way marked by death. According to the Bible, why is death a part of the human condition? 

• How are ‘uncleanness’, death, and sin all interconnected in Haggai’s mind?

• How are ‘holiness’, life, and God all interconnected in Haggai’s mind?

• What lessons can we learn from Haggai’s example about the contaminating power of sin in our 
own lives? 

15Now then, consider from this day onward. Before stone was placed upon stone in the 
temple of the LORD, 16how did you fare? When one came to a heap of twenty measures, there 
were but ten. When one came to the wine vat to draw f ifty measures, there were but twenty. 
17I struck you and all the products of your toil with blight and with mildew and with hail, yet 
you did not turn to me, declares the LORD. 18Consider from this day onward, from the twenty-
fourth day of the ninth month. Since the day that the foundation of the LORD’s temple was 
laid, consider: 19Is the seed yet in the barn? Indeed, the vine, the f ig tree, the pomegranate, 
and the olive tree have yielded nothing. But from this day on I will bless you.” 

Haggai 2:15–19



Israel, as a people, had been deemed by God as ‘unclean’ (or marked by death) due to their 
collective sin and willful disobedience for failing to re-build the temple as commanded. In instances 
such as these, the LORD had previously promised to deal with Israel on a national level through a 
system of blessings and curses (see Deuteronomy 27–30). 

• Review Deuteronomy 27–30. As a theocratic nation, how had God promised to deal with Israel’s 
faithfulness (& unfaithfulness) on a national level according to the Mosaic Law?

• According to Haggai, what problems had Israel experienced due to their ‘unclean’ status?

• What does the LORD say was his primary purpose in ‘striking’ the people’s toil and labors? And 
how had the people responded?

In spite of their initial decade-long disobedience, the remnant of Israel had turned things around! 
Even while Haggai is addressing them in this, his 3rd message, the remnant is actively working on 
rebuilding the temple. As a result, ‘cleansing’ and restoration were now their portion. 

• “Now, then, consider from this day onward. Before stone was placed upon stone in the temple of 
the Lord, how did you fare?... But from this day on I will bless you.” What changed in Israel to go 
from curse to blessing? 

• Pastor Dustin talked about positional holiness versus progressive holiness. How do we see this at 
work with the Israelites of Haggai’s day? As Jesus followers, how do these principles apply to us? 

• What value is there—as followers of Jesus—in intentionally reflecting on and recalling stories 
and circumstances the LORD has guided us through? 

To summarize, Haggai’s 3rd message to the remnant of Israel begins with a public inquiry of the 
priests regarding ceremonial cleanliness. Haggai uses the distinctions created by the ritual purity 
laws to frame a little parable. Haggai’s parable goes on to serve as both a diagnosis of the Israelite 

https://www.esv.org/Deuteronomy+27/
https://www.esv.org/Deuteronomy+27/


people’s problems as of late as well as a challenge to the nation to maintain covenant faithfulness to 
the LORD moving forward. All-in-all, the third (and fourth) message of the book of Haggai ends on a 
note of hope.

• How does Haggai’s 3rd message point towards Jesus and prepare us for his f irst coming in the 
New Testament? 


