
A Very Vintage Christmas 
Lessons from Joseph 
Matthew 1:18–25 

Christmas is upon us and we’re in the second week of Advent. Advent, which comes 
from the Latin word for “arrival” or “coming,” is an important season in the life of the 
church. And many get confused about it, thinking that it is primarily about Jesus’ 
incarnation and birth. Rather, Advent is primarily about his second coming––his return. 
Just as people longed for and anticipated the Messiah’s first coming, today we are to 
anticipate and expect his return. 


Throughout this Advent season Vintage Church is looking at key figures in the 
Christmas story. We’re looking at not only how they responded to the first coming of 
Jesus, but also what they can teach us about Jesus’ return. We continued A Very 
Vintage Christmas by looking at lessons from Joseph from Matthew 1:18–25. 


• As you reflect on the message, what stood out to you? What is something you are 
still thinking about?


• What is something from the message that challenged you? How are you wrestling 
with that challenge?


• What question(s) do you have from the message?


• What is at least one practical takeaway from the message?




Matthew 1:18–25 

18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 
been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child 
from the Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put 
her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he considered these things, 
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of 
David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from 
the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will 
save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had 
spoken by the prophet:


23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
    and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of 
the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25 but knew her not until she had given 
birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.


• According to Scripture, Joseph was a just/righteous person. How do we see 
Joseph’s righteousness in this passage? 


• Why is our own righteousness important in thinking about Advent and the return of 
Jesus?


• How do you think Joseph would have felt when he discovered that Mary, his future 
wife, was pregnant with a child that certainly wasn’t his? How does this affect the 
significance of his dream with the angel of the Lord?


• What are ways you make sure you are attentive to the message of the Lord like 
Joseph was? Think about primary ways you hear from God and your spiritual 
posture when you hear from him. 


• Joseph obeyed the Lord immediately––he took Mary as his wife. But what would 
have happened if he disobeyed, or even delayed his obedience? How is delayed 
obedience still disobedience?


• How is our continual obedience to the Lord connected to Advent and the return of 
Jesus?


• Considering the supernatural nature of both Jesus’ incarnation and his return, it’s 
interesting how significant the normal, regular, mundane Christian life is so 
important in this season. Joseph teaches us we’re simply to be righteous, listen to 



God, and obey him. What does this reality teach you about Advent? What does this 
teach you about the reality of the Christian life?


• As we close, what kind of peace do you need in your life this Advent season? Close 
by bringing those requests to the Lord in prayer, asking him to answer each one of 
them. 


