
A Very Vintage Christmas 
Lessons from Simeon & Anna 
Luke 2:22–38 

Christmas is upon us and we’re in the fourth week of Advent. Advent, which comes 
from the Latin word for “arrival” or “coming,” is an important season in the life of the 
church. And many get confused about it, thinking that it is primarily about Jesus’ 
incarnation and birth. Rather, Advent is primarily about his second coming––his return. 
Just as people longed for and anticipated the Messiah’s first coming, today we are to 
anticipate and expect his return. 


Throughout this Advent season Vintage Church is looking at key figures in the 
Christmas story. We’re looking at not only how they responded to the first coming of 
Jesus, but also what they can teach us about Jesus’ return. We continued A Very 
Vintage Christmas by looking at lessons from often neglected characters, Simeon and 
Anna, from Luke 2:22–38. 


• As you reflect on the message, what stood out to you? What is something you are 
still thinking about?


• What is something from the message that challenged you? How are you wrestling 
with that challenge?


• What question(s) do you have from the message?


• What is at least one practical takeaway from the message?




Luke 2:22–38 

22 And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they 
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of 
the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 
24 and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of 
turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose 
name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation 
of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the 
Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 27 And 
he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, 
to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28 he took him up in his arms and 
blessed God and said,


29 “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 
    according to your word; 
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation 
31 that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
    and for glory to your people Israel.”


33 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 And Simeon 
blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall 
and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35 (and a sword will pierce 
through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.”


36 And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. 
She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she 
was a virgin, 37 and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from 
the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 And coming up at that 
very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting 
for the redemption of Jerusalem.


• For the most part, we’re all very familiar with certain Christmas/Advent characters––
Mary, Joseph, shepherds, Herod, Magi, angels, and more. But Simeon and Anna 
are rarely mentioned. Why do you think that is? As you’ve read and heard, what is 
the significance of these two characters in both the Christmas and Advent stories?


• We once again see the theme of waiting in the Christmas story? Both Simeon and 
Anna were waiting? What does Luke say they were waiting on? How are we waiting 
on the same thing today and similarly something different?




• Waiting is never easy, especially in today’s world. How does it make you feel to 
know the Scriptures speak of waiting so often?


• Another theme that has arisen is righteousness and devotion. How does Luke 
describe Simeon and Anna?


• If righteousness and devotion are so important to the Advent of Jesus, how do we 
pursue righteousness and devotion today? What does this practically look like for 
you?


• While Simeon and Anna are important to the story of Christmas, they’re minor 
characters in a story ultimately about the Lord. How does this passage describe the 
character of the Lord and his actions?


• This Advent season, how do we speak of the Lord and all that he has done?


• One of the greatest challenges is living in the tension of being patient on the Lord 
and living urgently in light of his return. How can we reconcile patience and urgency 
in our lives?


• As we close, what kind of love do you need in your life this Advent season? Close 
by bringing those requests to the Lord in prayer, asking him to answer each one of 
them. 


